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Porto Rico 


as Seen by a 


Wayfarer 


Written for the New England Craftsman by 
Brother Frank Piper, M.D. 


(Concluded) 


JHERE is a funny little 
horse car line in this city. 
The track is not more than 
eighteen inches wide, the 
cars about eight feet long 
and four wide, and have two seats fac- 
ing each way. To operate this car, 
which has a seating capacity of sixteen, 
the services of three men are required, 
a driver and two conductors, one to 
sell you the ticket and the other to 
come and take it up as soon as you 
have it fairly in your hand. The fare 
on this line was three cents. 

When I arrived back at my hotel I 
was somewhat surprised to find that 
the yellow canopied bed had been let 
to a gentleman who had just come in 
from Ponce. It was a slight source of 
relief to recognize in him a fellow- 
passenger on the boat down. The 
Porto Rican bed of today needs just a 
word. It seems to be a cross between 
a plain stretch of canvas and a soft 
pine board. That however is not the 
worst part of it, for both of those 
things, if smooth, are possible, and 
cool, at least, but stretching across the 
bottom of the bed is a piece of board 


which makes it necessary for one to 
either shut up like a jack-knife, or else 
wake up in the morning with a couple 
cf furrows across one’s calves. The 
reason for this discomfort I did not 
discover. 

The ride from Mayaguez to Ponce is 
through some very pretty scenery, but 
here we begin to see the effects of the 
dry weather and as we near the city 
the cane fields are turning brown and 
the pastures are dead and dried up. 
We are not surprised to learn that 
there has not been any rain here for 
six months, while on the other side of 
the island, not forty miles away, there 
is plenty of rain almost every day. It 
is unfortunate to see a country for the 
first time while it is in such a condi- 
tion for it has a depressing effect 
which tends to leave an impression 
that this is a poor country. However, 
the hustling city of Ponce, which is in 
the center of the dry country, would 
tend to establish the fact that the con- 
dition seen, now, is by no means the 
usual one. Ponce, itself, is not pictur- 
esque, like San Juan, nor trim and at- 
tractive, like Mayaguez, but it does 
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seem more like a bustling city of the 
States, whether that may be a compli- 
ment or not to the States. You meet 
more people who can speak a little Eng- 
lish, the stores are finer, and there are 
some very fine houses. The Plaza and 
cathedral are particularly fine, but for 
grand fortifications and attractiveness 
it seems almost wholly lacking. One 
or two days in this city will entirely 
satisfy the tourist unless he has some 
particular business to transact, or 
friends to see. The Hotel Malea faces 


rive at the falls your path divides; you 
may take either the right or left, you 
will circle around Niagara and meet 
at the top of a winding flight of stairs 
before a little wooden desk. This is 
the office. In front of the desk is the 
large general room, high posted and 
cool. A piano occupies the center of 
this room, which under normal con- 
ditions will serve to keep the occupants 
of the rooms which lead from this cen- 
tral one quite awake during the nap- 
ping hours in the afternoon, and part 


A strect scene at the Playa, Ponce. The stone buildings are coffee store houses. Just behind 
the telephone pole the ground is covered with coffee spread out to dry. 


the Plaza, and is particularly comfort- 
able and cool. It is by no means an 
imposing hostelry, but there are none 
such in Porto Rico. You are driven 
from the station for half or three- 
quarters of a mile till finally a stop is 
made, opposite what I should call a 
blind alley. This is the entrance to 
the hotel. At the end of this alley is 
a highly colored painting of Niagara 
Falls as realistic as could be expected 
from an artist of ten summers, but not 
enough so as to make you feel the 
mist from the water. When you ar- 


of the night. The building is lighted 
by electricity, the rooms are cool and 
clean, and the bath particularly ele- 
gant. While the beds are not made 
for a person of excessive growth, yet 
they are sufficiently comfortable for 
sleep. Here, a part of the rooms are 
furnished with two beds, so that you 
may make a choice of pink, red, yellow 
or white canopies. When you retire, 
along with your ordinary prayer, you 
may add a postscript, “C) Lord may it 
be your will that I sleep in solitude.” 

From Ponce on the south, to San 
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Looking back towards Ponce, the military road may be seen winding down the mountain 
from the right foreground past the buildings and back into the valley. 


Juan on the north, you may travel by or you may go by carriage over what 
rail, the last connecting link had just is termed, the military road. 
been completed at the time of my visit, I had come to Ponce by rail so, now, 


The snow-like cffect of this scene is due to acres and acres of tobacco being grown under 
canvas, while the light colored patches on the mountain side beyond, shows 
the plant growing without such protection. 
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to complete the trip I determined to 
make the journey across the Island in 
a carriage. With soime difculty due 
to lack of experience with the sign 
language, I engaged passage for Sun- 
day. Through the services of a 
waiter, who could speak a little Eng- 
lish, doubtfully, I informed the hotel 
people that I was to start at five 
o'clock the next morning. I did not 
feel certain that my intentions were 
fully understood however, so that. I 
did not think it safe to go to sleep, till 
I heard the loud knock on my door 
at 4.30 A. M. and then there was not 
time. I got up and dressed and 
wandered around the deserted house 
looking for breakfast. There was none 
in sight neither could I find a person 
to whom I could make a request for 


upon the half asleep watchman who 
was bunked down by the door. Out 
under the stars in the shine of a wan- 
ing moon I found myself alone, the 
door to the alley closing and locking 
after me _ effectually cut off any 
thought of retreat, and ahead there was 
no sign of my carriage. In a short 
time however a carriage drove out of 
the shadows and in answer to my 
eagerly uttered “San Juan” came the 
only Spanish that I knew and which 
sounded very comforting “Se,” yes. 
climbed in and immediately began my 
journey to the ancient capitol of Porto 
Rico. 

For the first hour, we traveled over 
a low and probably unintere=ting coun- 
try, across river bottoms now dried up, 
and through gullies severely trying the 


The City Hall, San Juan. The Venice-like effect was produced by a shower. 


even a piece of bread, so I sadly and 
hungrily made my way down by the 
falls of Niagara into the abyss of the 
alley. To my surprise there was no 
outlet. I lighted a match. The act 
resulted in a groan from somewhere in 
the darkness. I followed the wall 
towards the sound and finally came 


springs to our wagon and causing me 
to think that a military road was not 
what I had expected nor what it had 
been represented to be. Towever as 
the light began to show on the distant 
mountains we came to better roads 
and as the native shacks began to get 
alive, with their crowded humanity, 


PORTO RICO AS SEEN BY A WAYFARER 421 


A street scene in San Juan. 


The beauty of the architecture and cleanliness of the street 


ts typical of this city. 


the journey began to get interesting. 
The military road is a macadamized 
road, wide enough for teams to pass 
comfortably in the narrowest places. 
Most of the way the road is bordered 


by the flamboyan, a tree which arches. 
over the roads something as an elm 
would, though not nearly so tall. It 
had shed its leaves at the time of my 
ride, so that it did not add very largely 


The main gate to the city looking towards the harbor, 
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to the beauty of the ride but at certain 
seasons of the year, when it is in full 
bloom, you may ride for miles between 
two lines of gorgeous scarlet blos- 
soms. Our driver was a colored boy 
with a broad, good natured grin, the 
only language he spoke that I could 
understand, and besides myself, a 
Porto Rican, which did not have so 
much as a smile, being the only other 
passenger, so that all through the day 
and the eighty-four miles between 


changes after a little when one ob- 
serves the amount of work that they 
can do and the very poor forage they 
are obliged to do it on. These horses 
seldom stop to walk during the whole 
twenty-five miles, unless it is exceed- 
ingly steep grade. : 

After leaving Coamo, a _ famous 
watering place, but now dried up, we 
soon strike the grade of the mountains, 
and with it the beauty of the ride be- 
gins. Those ancient Spanish engineers 


The Palace. Residence of the Governor, from top of the sea wall just above the main gate. 


Ponce and San Juan I did not speak 
a word. I was free to use my powers 
of observation to the utmost and on 
this trip I felt that silence was no 
hardship for me. 

For twenty miles, or more, from 
Ponce, the road traverses a rolling 
country which at this time was less 
attractive than usual on account of the 
drought. Everything was burned 
brown, except along river bottoms and 
deep gullies. Every twenty or twenty- 
five miles there is a change of horses, 
or what answers for horses in Porto 
Rico, we should hardly call them that 
in the States, but one’s opinion of them 


wound the road around cliffs, across 
valleys, always preserving the same 
gradient, so that it never seems steep. 
Very soon you are impressed with the 
grandeur of the view and the magnifi- 
cent skill of these old Spaniards and 
wonder at the vast resources which en- 
abled them to construct such a perfect 
road. What seemed a slight oversight, 
at first, was the entire absence of any- 
thing to prevent a person driving off 
the side and down and down thousands 
of feet to the bottom of river beds far 
below. As you observe the driver and 
the team, a little, you very soon lose 
this feeling and you make the descent 
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Fort San Christobal at the eastern end of the city. Before its grim old walls moss over- 
grown, peace and happiness reign supreme. Note the capering youth 
in the foreground, 


at a rapid gallop, whirling around the 
sharp turns in the road and look down 
into space with as much thought of an 
accident as you would have of the 
moon falling. 

At one of the places, where a change 
of horses was made, our driver dis- 
appeared for some time. It was not a 
lonesome time to me, for at the side of 
the road were numerous shacks over- 
running with little naked natives, 
while underneath were roosters tied 
up by the legs, hogs, which had scarce- 
ly a resemblance to our northern hog 
‘except the snout and the grunt, also 
tied by the legs to a post supporting 
the shack. Goats were in and out of 
the house at will. This grand mix up, 
sometimes fighting, sometimes play- 
ing, but all the time eating, served to 
while the time away till our driver re- 
turned. When he did show up he had 
a bag under his arm, which he care- 
fully put under his seat. I wondered 
what was in that bag, but had no 
means of finding out just then. After 
we had started, and the bag nearly for- 


gotten, there came a lusty crowing 
from under the seat. Our driver slow- 
ly turned his head round and there 
was the broad, long, and good natured 
grin. He was taking the bird against 
the law down to Cayey for a cock 
fight and he recognized that the crow 
was out of the bag. 

Going up the mountain side the 
vegetation was all of the burned up 
color but when we had reached the 
top the whole scene changed, as if by 
magic, for we had not traveled a 
quarter of a mile before all vegetable 
life was of that beautiful luxuriant 
character, common in the tropics. 
Such sudden changes of vegetation 
are strange sights to a New Eng- 
lander. 

After reaching the summit of the 
range, some 2,000 feet or more above 
sea level, we then traveled across what 
appeared to be a rolling table-land till, 
suddenly rounding a curve in the road, 
the whole world was once more spread 
out below us. We were about to de- 
scend on the north slope of the moun- 
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tain, where again we met another sud- 
den change, for instead of the valley 
looking green, as you certainly would 
expect, it was white. My involuntary 
exclamation of surprise caused the 
driver to stop the team and I got out, 
and standing on the farthermost pro- 
jection of the road, I took some pic- 
tures of the marvelous scenery spread 
out below me. 

The white effect was caused by 
thousands of acres of tobacco being 
grown under canvas, or what in reality 
is very coarse mosquito netting. The 
reason of this vast outlay of time and 
money I did not learn. Some thought 
it was to give the tobacco a better 
flavor, while others thought it was 
done to keep the insects away from the 
tobacco. Be that as it may, it certain- 


ly was a startling sight for the first 
time to see what looked to be a valley 
of snow, in the tropics. 

This ride begun in Ponce at about 5 
A. M. ended in San Juan at 6 P. M. 
A ride filled with interesting sights 
and magnificent scenery. A ride which 
I looked forward to with something of 
dread, for I thought a carriage ride of 
84 miles in one day would be exceed- 
ingly tiresome. It was not. I did not 
find a moment during the whole day 
when I felt tired or sleepy notwith- 
standing the fact of my scant sleep of 
the night before and absence of break- 
fast. I did not see a place where I 
had any appetite till we reached Cayey 
sometime between one and two o'clock 
in the afternoon. At Cayey, there is a 
restaurant with an abundance of food, 


A squad of native soldiers marching out of the fortress of San Christobal. 


The American 


doctors have nearly climinated the tropical anaemia which affected most of the 


population. 


These young men scem to be in robust health, quick and alert. 
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Sentry box on the old sea wall, San Juan. 


Spanish food, of course, with salads 
and curious dishes containing, I should 
think, all the vegetables that ever 
grew, not forgetting a large proportion 
of garlic. At this time, however, I 
had no desire to find fault with the 
food or cooking and, indeed, the eggs 
and “razor back” were delicious, and 
when the journey was resumed I felt 
a certain comfort that I had not ex- 
perienced heretofore. The trip in from 
Cayey is through a beautiful fertile 
country, largely under tobacco culti- 
vation. On every side are signs of 
activity and development. You feel 
that the country is just opening up to 
its full possibilities and that the future 
Porto Rico will little resemble the 
Porto Rico of today. It is a country 
worth while visiting. To the inventor 
it has its opportunities, to the tourist 
its beautiful scenery and equable cli- 


mate, a climate that is by no means 
hot and sultry, but rather resembling 
our beautiful, fragrant June weather. 
My thermometer registered only 79° 
in the warmest weather. The feeling 
that one has, when he sits on the ve- 
randa coatless, vestless, and enjoys 
the singing of the birds, the chirping 
of the tree toads, the clatter of the gal- 
loping ponies on the military road, the 
odor of the orange trees, the sight of 
heavily blooming hibicus and rose 
bushes, is one of great longing for the 
ones vou have left at home, in the slush 
and chill of a north land winter, to 
come and enjoy it with you. We cannot 
but feel that this country situated only 
four days sail to the south of our rug- 
ged and severe New England country 
must one day become a perfect heaven 
for the frost bitten denizen of the 
north, as well as a constant source of 
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revenue for the capital which is being 
invested so liberally in the various 
agricultural industries. 

Now that we have visited the 
Island, and have experienced the de- 
lights of its climate and beauty of its 
vegetation, we regret that the home- 
ward journey must be undertaken so 
soon, yet as we turn our faces north- 
ward the powerful attraction which 
old New England exerts over all her 
children begins to be felt and the final 
thought comes to us that: 

New England with her moss covered 
rocks and shadowed rills, 
Her seasons of sparkling frost and 

Summer sunlit hills, 

Her Tosy colored morn and golden 
evening sky, 


Shall be our paradise through life, our 
haven when we die, 


MASON’S SIGN. 


The Freemason’s Magazine 

August, 1794.) 

In a town in the W 
and at an inn where 
ih sitting round the fire in a large 
kitchen, through which there was a 
Bo ee Other apartments in the 
“ Pee mane the company there was 

tra "s Woman and a taylor. In 
this inn there was a lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons held, and, it being 
lodge night, several of the members 
passed through in their way to the 
lodge; this introduced observations on 
the Principles of Masonry, and the 
occult signs by which Masons could 
be known to each other. The woman 
said that there was not so much mans 
tery as people imagined, for that she 
could shew any person the Mason’s 
sign: “What,” said the taylor, “that of 
the Free and Accepted?” “Yes,” she 
replied, “and will hold you a half- 
crown bowl of punch, to be confirmed 
by any of the members who you please 
to nominate.” “Why,” said he, “g 

woman was never admitted, and how 


(From 


est of England, 
several people 


is it possible you could procure it?” 
“No matter for that,’ added she, “I 
will readily forfeit if I do not establish 
the fact.” The company urged the 
taylor to accept the challenge, to which 
he consented, and the bet deposited. 
The woman got up, took hold of the 
taylor by the collar, “Come,” says she, 
“follow me;” which he did, trembling- 
ly alive, fearing he was to undergo 
some part of the discipline in the mak- 
ing a Mason, of which he had heard 
such a dreadful report. She led him 
into the street, and pointing to the 
Lion and Lamb, asked him whose sign 
it was: he answered, Mr. Loder’s, the 
name of the inn keeper. “Is he a [‘ree- 
mason?” “Yes.” “Then I have shewn 
you the sign of a Free and Accepted 
Mason.” The laugh was so much 
against the poor taylor for being taken 
in, that it was with some difficulty he 
could be prevailed on to partake of the 
liquor. 


DANTE. 


“A learned Mason will find it diffi- 
cult to read El Paradiso of Dante with- 
out feeling that Dante was illuminated 
with masonic light. Traces of the 
Rosicrucian and masonic symbols are 
frequently found in his inspired pages. 
The mystic cross, described in the 
fourteenth canto, blazing in mantling 
crimson rays, and anon scintillating 
‘from horn to horn’ a boreal light 
that gave forth ravishing melody, is 
strikingly Rosicrucian, especially when 
we join it to the description, in the 
thirtieth canto, of his initiation and 
perfection through that river of light 
which enabled him to see in heayen 
that goodly light, ‘the Rose.’ the 
amplitude of whose pure light was 
more extended than the sun, and by 
means of which the Creator js visible 
to the elect initiates on their more 
than million thrones around that mys- 
terious dwelling of joy.” ° 


Charles Levi Woodbury. 


Light from Eleusis 
Written for the New England Craftsman,by Rev. M. Golden 


Rev. M. Golden 


sq|\ my Masonic experience I 
had many a pleasant sur- 
prise, but never did I find 
myself in a more astonish- 

——"_ ingly perplexed situation 
than I did last year in London, Eng- 
land, when by the kindness of our 
Brother V. E. Knight Charles Fitz- 
gerald Matier, G. C. T., Great Vice- 
Chancellor, great priory of England 
and Wales, I received the written in- 
yitation to occupy the 151st seat at the 
Grand Festival of the Grand Lodge of 
Mark Master Masons, with the privi- 
lege to meet H. R. H. The Duke of 
Connaught and Strathcarn, K. G. 

Tt, certainly, was a very kind act 
on the part of our honorable Brethren 
of England, to a brother Mason from 
Greece. But it was, in my estimation, 
more than that:—The irresistible 
spirit of an international Brotherhood, 
in which our noble order of Masonry 
is called to lead the human race, could 
not be more appreciatively manifested. 


It was the same spirit that prompted 
one of the greatest Masons of America, 
if not of the world, The General John 
Carson Smith of Chicago, to com- 
memorate the following incident, in his 
wandering steps: “Continuing,” the 
General says, “the voyage to Athens 
we passed many beautiful islands and 
safely landed in the ancient seaport of 
that city Piraeus. Language fails to 
tell the beauties of that famed city, its 
classic Parthenon, the Temple of the 
Winds, Lantern of Diogenes, Arch of 
Adrian, Theatre of Dionius, Prison 
of Socrates, etc.; the city that had 
been the birthplace of taste, of art and 
beauty and eloquence; the chosen 
sanctuary of the Muses; the proto- 
type of all that is graceful and dignified 
and grand in sentiment and action. 
Coming as we had from lands of the 
dark part of Egypt and Syria into this 
bright city of marble palaces, tram- 
ways, underground railways, gas and 
electric lights, we seemed to have 
entered another world. Driving over 
the sacred way to Eleusis, by the ruins 
of the Temple of Venus, we reached 
the plateau on which stood the great 
Temple of the Eleusinian Mysteries. 
Here we had the pleasure of meeting 
with Brothers Prof. Elisha Gray and 
family of Chicago, and Gov. George 
Hoadley and family of New York, 
formerly Ohio, and being three from 
three different Masonic bodies, we 
were disposed to have opened up a 
Temple and conferred the Great Mys- 
teries,”” 

Of these Mysteries, so dear to every 
high-minded Mason, I thought to give 
a skiagraphical brief, which I have 
derived, as the Orator and Grand Chap- 
lain of the Grand Lodge of Greece, as 
a token of my appreciation of the af- 
fectionate and brotherly love which 
has been shown to me by all the good 
standing Masons of New England. 

427 
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The name by which the rites and 
ceremonies originally celebrated at 
Eleusis were known and by way of 
eminence called “The Mysteries.” 
Amidst all the institutions which have 
been denominated Mysteries, those of 
Eleusis hold the highest rank, equally 
imposing from their origin and their 
results. They alone appear in relation 
with the primitive source of religious 
ideas, and alone formed the mysticism 
of Polytheism. Never did the an- 
cients by the name of mysteries so 
thoroughly understand any other than 
the Eleusinian. 

The knowledge of nature was taught 
in the Great Mysteries, which were 
divided, like the Philosophy of the 
ancients in two parts, the one Esoteric, 
the other Exoteric; and these two 
parts were the greater and the lesser 
Mysteries. As in the case in the Ma- 
sonic history, there is the same un- 
certainty as to the name of the 
founder. Yet, all the writers ascribe 
to Ceres herself the foundation of the 
Eleusinia Mysteries. 

The religion of the Greeks was not 
formed without successive acquisi- 
tions; and of their worship and of 
their ceremonies much had been trans- 
mitted to them by the Egyptians, 
whence the theory that the Eleusinia 
Mysteries very strongly resemble 
those of Isis, which is the same divini- 
ty in Egypt as the Ceres in Attica, 
Greece, 

These Mysteries extended into 
Europe and across the channel into 
Britain. The esoteric ceremonies were 
conducted by four priests of the most 
illustrious families of Greece, called 
Hierophant, or Mystagogue, who wore 
the emblems of The Supreme deity; 


the Daduchus, or Torch-bearer, who 
was a type of the Sun; the Hiero- 
Ceryx, or Sacred Herald, who enjoined 
silence on those who were candidates 
for initiation, and commanded the pro- 
fane to withdraw; the Altar-Minister, 
who attended at the altar, and bore 
the symbol of the Moon; Basileus or 
King who judged and punished those 
who disturbed the solemnity. Besides 
these leading priests there was a mul- 
titude of inferior priests and servants. 
Priestesses were also mentioned in 
connection with these rites. 

The postulant was held under a 
solemn obligation to conceal whatever 
he saw or heard within the hallowed 
precincts; lest any should be intro- 
duced not sufficiently qualified for the 
rites, the Herald proclaimed, “far from 
hence the profane, the impious, all who 
are polluted by sin!” 

These rites inculcated the doctrine of 
one God, and the dignity and destiny 
of the human soul; they instructed the 
people in the knowledge of nature and 
of the universe, and taught them to see 
the presence of the Eternal in the 
splendor and beauty of the natural 
world. 

It is evident that these Mysteries 
constituted the great educational in- 
stitution of ancient Greece. They 
formed the Grecian mind, and led in 
the development of the Grecian sys- 
tem of thought and action. Nearly all 
ancient writers speak of their eminent 
utility and salutary influence, Arrian, 
Pausanius, Euripedes, and Cicero, 
write their testimony in their favor, 
and speak of them as peculiarly calcu- 
lated to “reform the manners, and per- 
fect the education of mankind.” 


A. G. Pitts and Grand Lodges 


We print in this number of the New 
England Craftsman a reply from 
Brother A. G. Pitts to the article in 
our July issue in which we expressed 
the opinion that this brother belongs 
in the ranks of irregular and clandes- 
tine masons as he is doing so much to 
give them encouragement. We see 
nothing in his reply to lead us to a 
different conclusion. Brother Pitts 
claims to love Masonry but does not 
like grand lodges, particularly Ameri- 
can grand lodges. He supports his 
opinion by doing all in his power to 
discredit and destroy them. He says 
“that Masonry existed for hundreds 
of years without any grand lodges or 
grand masters.” He does not tell us 
that this is true only of the transition 
period when craft guilds had fulfilled 
their mission and were no_ longer 
necessary as repertories of trade or 
architectural secrets. It is impossible 
to determine exactly when freemasonry 
became wholly speculative in charac- 
ter. We know that as early as 1641 
men who were not operative masons 
were admitted to the lodges. Even at 
this time it is not strictly true that 
grand lodges were unknown. The fra- 
ternity of Stonemasons in Germany 
had a “Chief Lodge” in Strassberg in 
1568 which established the Ordinances 
of the Craft. 

Every one who knows any thing of 
the history of freemasonry knows that 
its greatest growth and influence on 
mankind has been subsequent to the 
founding of a grand lodge by the four 
old lodges in London in 1717. We can- 
not understand how Brother Pitts 
would provide for the prosperity of 
freemasonry without some system of 
government. He knows that every 
organization for any purpose what- 
ever must have a head; call it grand 
lodge or grand master, or what you 
will in Masonry, there must be some 
source of authority to direct and main- 


tain an orderly and impartial protec- 
tion of the rights of the individuals 
composing the whole. As was sug- 
gested in our previous article, Brother 
Pitts must have a personal grievance 
with some particular grand lodge and 
consequently attacks the integrity of 
all grand lodges. The weakness of his 
position is shown by his proposition 
to establish “a strong league of inde- 
pendent lodges side by side with our 
fifty or more grand lodges (they) 
would have a most salutary effect in 
the way of checking the continuous 
encroachments of grand lodges upon 
the rights of lodges and of Masons and 
of teaching grand lodges the import- 
ant truth that they are not, as they 
imagine, indispensable. It would be 
easy to find in this country fifty strong 
and intelligent lodges to start such a 
league fully capable, each of them, of 
conducting their own affairs, having 
no need of a Grand Master's fatherly, 
and schoolmasterly and prisonwarden- 
ly care and discipline. They would 
aggregate 25,000 members and_ be 
scattered all over the country. They 
could laugh at the excommunication 
which would of course be pronounced 
against them by all American grand 
lodges.” Does Brother Pitts ask us to 
believe that even a single lodge, to 
say nothing of fifty, would renounce 
their allegiance to regular Masonry 
and engage in a scheme of this sort? 
And does he realize that his plan 
simply proposes a new grand lodge of 
his particular selection to replace 
grand lodges already established— 
More important still—does he realize 
that his proposition is sufficient cause 
for his expulsion from freemasonry? 
Brother Pitts says “There is no 
more treason to Masonry in my criti- 
cising grand lodges than there is 
treason to my state in criticising the 
legislature of the State of Michigan.” 
Granted, but let him advocate and 
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undertake to establish a rival govern- great personality foreign to and inde- 
ment in the State of Michigan and he pendent of the lodges and their meni- 
will find the authorities after him in bers, when in fact the individual 
short order. Brother Pitts is uncom- brethren are the grand lodge acting, 
fortable living under grand lodge au- for convenience, through sepresenta~ 
thority. It is said that the government tives chosen by themselves. We have 
of Grand Lodge is despotic but it “is known _ something of rand lodge 
nothing else than the voice of the doings in Massachusetts for the last 
Craft expressed by their representa- forty-five years and have never dis- 
tives.” In a certain report in the covered any hardship in complying 
grand lodge of Massachusetts, are with its requirements, and as far as 
these words: “The laws of Free- we know this is the experience every- 
masonry, which a man embraces from where. It seems to us that Brother 
choice, are no more onerous than the Titts is “out of sorts” on account of 
laws of civil society, which a man something personal. Forget it Brother 
enters without volition of his own. Pitts, the system is not wrong because 
If this gentle rule is burdensome, its some cog of the machinery has slipped. 
penalties can be avoided by separa- Do not like Don Quixote, war 
tion from the Order.’ We do not against imaginary foes. Remember 
know what particular hardships have that you are practically alone in your 
come to Brother Pitts from bis grand crusade against grand masters and 
lodge, or what course of eppression grand lodges. You will be much 
the grand lodge is now pursuing, it happier and better respected if you 
cannot reach any alarming propor- work for, instead of against, the sy 
tions without attracting the attention tem that has made the name of [’ree- 
of the representatives of the Craft, masonry so good that unscrupulous 
without the approval of the majority men are constantly trying to make use 
of whom no action can be taken. of it for the purpose of imposing spuri- 
Brother Pitts makes the mistake cf ous Masonry on unsuspecting victims. 
looking on the grand lodge as some 


A. G. Pitts’ Defence 


Detroit, Michigan, Aug. 10, 1909. o criticisms of myself but I would like 
o defend my cause and to make it 
clear to your readers so far as I can 
Dear Brother :—My attention has in a few paragraphs. I suppose you 
just been called to an article in your are not afraid to Iet them judge be- 
July number under the heading “He ween us. 
that is not with me is against me.” In “He that is not with me is against 
this article you attack me and attempt me,” you quote, [think you might 
to read me out of the ranks cf regular have dispensed with such half-sacri- 
Masonry. Your purpose is very evi-  ligious quotations upon such a subject, 
dently to stir up, if you can, persecu- but let that pass. So, I am against 
tion against me by reason of my something am I? Well, what is it? 
opinions and to encourage some Ma- Some American Grand Lodges, or if 
sonic body having jurisdiction to you like, American Grand Lodges as a 
crucify me for those opinions, class. Now what of it? You conclude 
I long since learned to give no heed that if I am against American Grand 


Editor New England Craftsman: 


AG. PILLS! 


Lodges I am against Masonry. To 
your mind American Grand Lodges 
are Masonry. 

But you must know that Masonry 
existed for hundreds of years without 
any grand lodges or grand masters. 
You should know that lodges exist at 
this day subject to no grand lodge and 
to no grand master and that they are 
fully recognized as regular lodges. 
Whence comes the sanctity of grand 
lodges which makes it impossible to 
critici them without treason to 
Masonry ? 

Masonry, rightly considered, stands 
above all other institutions for freedom 
of thought and freedom of conscience. 
Sut in America it has become a perfect 
inquisition. According to you and the 
grand lodges a man has no right to be 
considered a regular mason at all if 
ve differs from the authorities upon a 
mere question of administration—how 
Masonry may best be organized and 
conducted. You hold that Masonry 
must be governed by Grand Lodges, 
hat there must be one grand lodge for 
each state and that each grand lodge 
must have a perfect monopoly of the 
{Masonry of its state. Now you may 
ye correct in each and all of these 
opinions. But it seems to me very 
strange if any one of those propositions 
is so sacred that it cannot be ques- 
tioned. Very strange if they cannot 
stand scrutiny. Very strange if the 
only way of answering a Mason who 
wishes to scrutinize them is to gag him 
and put the brand of clandestinism 
upon him, 


Always and everywhere except in 
America freemasonry has stood for tol- 
erance. It has been its boast that it 
welcomed and united men who held 
differing opinions upon the vital ques- 
tions of the nature of God and the re- 
lations of God to man, combining 
Parsees, Mohammedans, Christians 
and Brahmins. But in this land of 
freedom alone it cannot even tolerate 
a difference of opinion upon the com- 
paratively insignificant question of how 
it may itself best be administered. 
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You quote against me a paragraph 

of mine which, as you justly say, does 
not make sense as printed in the Tyler- 
Seystone. The fault of course, is that 
of the compositor and the proof-reader. 
Let me complete it, as well as I can 
rom memory, as it stood in my copy, 
and then let us examine it. 
“I do not, by any means, wish to see 
Grand Lodges abolished altogether. 
But I do think the existence ofa strong 
league of independent lodges side by 
side with our fifty or more Grand 
Lodges would have a most salutary 
effect in the way of checking the con- 
tinual encroachments of Grand Lodges 
upon the rights of lodges and of 
Masons and of teaching Grand Lodges 
the important truth that they are not, 
as they imagine, indispensable. It 
would be easy to find in this country 
fifty strong and intelligent lodges to 
start such a league fully capable, each 
of them, of conducting their own 
affairs,” ete. 

As often happens in these days of 
linotypes, several lines dropped out. 
What those lines contained was some- 
thing of which the part which has 
been set in bold face type above, 
reproduces the thought if not the 
exact words. 


Now if I know my own heart I am 
just as much attached to Masonry as 
you can possibly be. But to my mind 
the picture I have imagined of a league 
of independent lodges existing side by 
side with our American Grand Lodges 
is a very attractive picture while to 
your mind it seems hideous. Why do 
we differ so strongly? Is it possible 
that it is because I have read more 
and thought more than you upon this 
subject and am more familiar with the 
history of Masonry? There is nothing 
new and untried in the plan I propose. 
Do you realize that? 

You admit that there are “undesir- 
able features of Grand Lodge adminis- 
tration” and assert that I could “set 
in motion measures in the direction of 
removing them” in some other way 
than the way I have chosen. So, we 


432 


Pay 


differ chiefly as to methods and you 
would excommunicate me because you 
don’t like my methods. Is that Masonic 
breadth and toleration? 


You probably do not know I have 
been writing on the subject of Grand 
Lodge abuses for many years without 
accomplishing a single reform and 
without even attracting attention. You 
do know that I never attracted your 
attention until I changed my method. 
I assure you the same is true generally. 
You confidently assert what I could do 
by your method. Let me tell you that 
I have tried both and IT am as much 
gratified with the success of my present 
method as I was disheartened at the 
failure of the method you so confident- 
ly recommend, 

My former efforts had but one re- 
sult. They convinced me that Ameri- 
can grand lodges are incorrigible. I 
was then led to inquire whether if we 
cannot cure grand lodges we are bound 
to endure them. Only recently has it 
dawned upon me that we are not. That 


oe and more Masonic method of 
wens Organization and one beauti- 


y adapted to the genius and spirit 
of America, of the American people 
and of American institutions has been 
tried elsewhere and found successful. 
I earnestly believe that the league of 
independent lodges which I propose 
would regenerate American Masonry. 
Your opinion is different. Therefore 
I am an outlaw. My way of working 
for the good of Masonry is not your 
way. Therefore I am working for the 
evil of Masonry, I am a secret enemy. 

To this point Masonic charity and 
Masonic toleration have dwindled in 
America. To such an extent has 
American Masonry come to be nothing 
but grand lodges and to exist only to 
glorify and magnify grand lodge. 

As I have already had oceasion to 
say, it is the vice of every human in- 
stitution, originally organized to serve 
some human purpose, that if it lives 
and grows strong it eventually ceases 
to be a means and becomes an end in 
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itself. Grand Lodges were invented 
to serve a certain purpose and they 
served it well for a time. Now they 
have become the only end in Masonry 
—that for which Masonry exists and at 
the same time they have gradually 
changed their character. So that I 
assert that American grand lodges as 
they exist today are nothing but an 
intolerable nuisance. 

And the best proof that a revolution- 
ary change has taken place is this: 
That you and thousands of others will 
hold up their hands in horror at such 
a sentiment. It will appear to them 
that there is something heretical in it. 
It sounds not merely revolutionary but 
even impious — un-Masonic. Has 
Masonry changed so much? Suppose 
such a statement had been made in 
1718 in some one of the numerous 
lodges then existing in England, Scot- 
land and Ireland, which were just be- 
ginning to hear of the new fangled 
thing called grand lodge which four 
London lodges had just created for 
themselves. Would the opinion then 
and there have been considered im- 
pious, or horrible, or heretical, or un- 
Masonic that grand lodge was or was 
likely to become a nuisance? : 

Times change and things become in- 
expedient which were once very suit- 
able and expedient but what is impious 
at one time is impious at all ages. 
What is un-Masonic now was un- 
Masonic in 1718, The fact is, no ques- 
tion of Masonic principles is involved 
at all. There is no more treason to 
Masonry in my criticizing grand lodge 
than there is treason to my state in 
criticizing the legislature of the State 
of Michigan. T have just as much 
right to favor local self government in 
Masonry as in civil affairs. 

Perhaps you are old enough to re- 
member when many Presbyterians 
would not recognize Congregational- 
ists as Christians at all, although the 
only difference between them was a 
difference of opinion as to the best 
method of church government. To 
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those Presbyterians church govern- 
ment was more important than the 
real essentials of Christian faith and 
doctrine. So it has come to be in 
Masonry. I sincerely believe that the 
existence of Congregational churches 
side by side with the Presbyterian has 
regenerated the latter and given them 
a new lease of life. 

As to the charge which you make 
against me that some organ of clandes- 
tine Masonry has chosen to reprint 
some of my writings, that is hardly 
worth answering. In the first place the 
clandestines have no other importance 
than that which we lend them by mak- 
ing so much ado about them. In the 
second place, of course they will print 
everything they can find criticizing 
regular Masonry. No matter in what 
language I called attention to the 
abuses of Masonry they would copy 
it. Now you admit that there are 
abuses. Are we to suffer them to de- 
stroy Masonry rather than call atten- 
tion to them? The disunion of the 
Christian world is everywhere (un- 
justly) made a reproach to Christian- 
ity by unbelievers. Is Luther to blame 
for that disunion or is it those that 
fostered the abuses which he attacked? 
Should Luther have kept quiet? If 
he or some other had not spoken out 
Christianity itself would have perished. 
Tt is the abuses in Masonry which have 
engendered the clandestines, not my 
writings. Do you honestly think 
otherwise? [Every one of the clandes- 
tines who reads my writings knows 
very well that with all its faults I 
prefer regular Masonry to what 
they call Masonry. Is there any com- 
fort to them in that? Does it prove 
the truth of the Christian religion that 
Tetzel, the seller of indulgences was 
perfectly satisfied with it, abuses and 
all? No. On the other hand, to this 
day there is no free thinker who can 
study the life of Luther without being 
at least half converted by the devotion 


of that great man to Christianity, al- 


though there was in his time almost 
nothing in the Christian organization 
of which he could approve. 

The misunderstanding between you 
and me arises from the fact that we 
regard Masonry from different points 
of view. You regard Masonry as an 
organization, an association of men, I 
as a system of morality, of philosophy 
and of thought. You see only the 
body, I chiefly, the soul. Single 
attributes of the spirit of Masonry are 
to my mind more important than all 
its physical aspects united. For in- 
stance, the attribute of tolerance. An 
intolerant Masonry is to my mind a 
contradiction of terms. When I see 
you and the grand lodges dividing 
Masons into orthodox and heretics on 
the basis of their opinions relative to 
grand lodge powers and functions, I 
can hardly recognize you as a Mason 
at all. To you Masonry is a million 
members and a certain number of 
grand lodges (plus, I dare say, a cer- 
tain number of grand chapters, grand 
councils, grand commanderies, su- 
preme councils and imperial shrines). 
To me grand lodges are a tool of 
Masonry invented when Masonry was 
already old. There is no presumption 
that because this tool did good work in 
the 18th century a better one cannot 
be found in the 20th. Since 1717 loco- 
motives have taken the place of stage 
coaches, steamboats of sailing packets, 
free governments of despotisms, oligar- 
chies and hierachies. Nothing has 
taken the place of Masonry but Mason- 
Ty may well examine its tools with a 
view to changing or improving them. 
You will never find me proposing a 
change in any Masonic principle—any 
landmark. Indeed my chief grievance 
against grand lodges is that they have 
not been so scrupulous. But nothing 
which came into Masonry as late as 
1717 is sacred. 


Yours fraternally, 


A. G, PITTS: 


Death of the Marquis of Ripon 


The announcement of the death of 
the Marquis of Ripon, which occurred 
Friday, July 16th, recalls the sensation 
created among the freemasons of the 
world by his resignation of the office 
of Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of England in 1874. The event was 
afterwards considered fortunate for the 
Craft inasmuch as the office was imme- 
diately accepted by the Prince of 
Wales, thus giving to Freemasonry 
the recognition and support of the 
most exalted Mason in England and 
encouragement to those members of 
the Craft who feared that the action of 
the Marquis of Ripon would be con- 
sidered a triumph of the Roman 
Catholic Church over Freemasonry. 
We give the following account of the 
incidents which lead to the choice of 
the Prince of Wales as Grand Master 
which is taken from “The (London) 
Freemason.” 
done Marquis of Ripon (then Earl 

Tey and Ripon) was installed as 
pad Master in 1870, in succession to 
Gene re Zetland, who had served 
dune tl -odge with conspicuous ability 
Since the death of the Duke of Sussex, 
in 1843. As a ruler in Grand Lodge 
the Marquis became a popular figure 
and a great favourite. On Wednesday 
September 2nd, 1874, Grand Lodge 
met for the transaction of the custom- 
ary business; so far as anyone knew 
there was no matter for special con- 
sideration or any event of unusual im- 
portance, but there was a very full 
attendance, Bro.the Rev.John THuyshe 
Prov. G. M. Devon, presided. 
After the opening, the Grand Secretary 
(Bro. John Hervey) announced the 
receipt of a letter from the Grand 
Master, written the previous day 

Ww hich, said he, “I am sure will be 
received with dismay by every member 
of the Grand Lodge.” The communica- 
tion ran: 

“Dear Grand Secretary —I have to 
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inform you that I find myself unable 
any longer to discharge the duties of 
Grand Master, and that it is therefore 
necessary that I should resign that 
office into the hands of the members of 
Grand Lodge. With the expression of 
my grateful thanks for the favours 
which I have ever received from them, 
and of my regret for any inconvenience 
which my retirement may cause to 
them,—I remain, yours faithfully, 
“Ripon.” 

The reading of this letter caused the 
most profound sensation and astonish- 
ment in Grand Lodge, and for some 
moments a dead silence prevailed. 

The Grand Registrar, Bro. Judge 
Aeneas J. McIntyre, Q. C.. who was 
the first to speak, showed that there 
was no alternative but to accept the 
resignation, though he was at a loss 
to understand the reasons why it 
arose; “but,” continued he, “I do know 
this, that they are entirely unconnect- 
ed with the noble Order to which we 
belong.” The resignation was accept- 
ed, and a suitable resolution of thanks 
decided upon. The Earl of Carnarvon, 
Deputy Grand Master, who was 
absent, also wrote Grand Lodge that 
he had just received an intimation of 
the intended resignation, and pointed 
out that, under the circumstances, the 
Prince of Wales was entitled, under 
the Constitutions, to take up the gov- 
ernment of the Craft. Before Grand 
Lodge closed it was decided that the 
Farl of Carnarvon, Deputy Grand 
Master; Bro. John Tavers, P.G.W.: 
and Bro. McIntyre, G. Reg. be deputed 
to wait upon His Royal Highness for 
the purpose of ascertaining his willing- 
ness to become the head of the Craft. 
Two days afterwards the explanation 
came out, and the necessity for the 
resignation made clear, for on Septem- 
ber 4th the Marquis was received into 
the communion of Rome at Brompton 
Oratory. 
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At the December meeting of Grand 

Lodge the Temple was crowded to 
hear the report of the deputation. Not- 
withstanding that it had been publicly 
announced in the Press some weeks 
before that the Prince of Wales would 
not be present, many brethren expect- 
ed that he might decide, at the last 
moment, to put in an appearance. 
When the Grand Officers entered it 
was seen that His Royal Highness had 
not attended, and, much to the surprise 
of the brethren, the Earl of Carnar- 
yon had not put in an appearance, al- 
though the occasion was deemed to 
be one of such vast importance. The 
assembly immediately saw, possibly 
with feclings of suppressed annoyance 
at what they considered an uncalled 
for neglect, that the Throne was to be 
oceupied by Bro. TH. D. Sandeman, 
Dist. G. M. Beng Considerable 
impatience was manifested until the 
presentation of the report, which was 
as follows: “We beg to report that in 
accordance with the resolution of 
Grand Todge, at the last Quarterly 
Communication, held on Wednesday, 
the 2nd instant, we have, as directed, 
offered the acceptance of the office of 
the Grand Master to His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales. It is with 
great satisfaction, a feeling which we 
are sure will be joined in not only by 
Grand Lodge, but by the whole of the 
Craft, that we further report that His 
Royal Highness has been graciously 
pleased to accept the Grand Master- 
ship. (Signed) Carnarvon, Deputy 
G. M.; John Havers, P. G. W.; Aeneas 
J. McIntyre, G. Reg—London, Sep- 
tember 25th, 1874." 


The reading of this report was re- 
ceived with loud cheers, for all present 
realized that the Grand Lodge, in los- 
ing a Marquis from its Throne, was 
more than compensated when the heir 
of the reigning monarch—the beloved 
Queen Victoria—had consented to 
guide the destinies of the Craft. The 
first communication made by the new 
Grand Master, after the proclamation 
had been made and the continuous 
cheers had subsided, was that he had 
appointed the Earl of Carnarvon as 
Pro Grand Master, an office which had 
been dormant for nearly fifty years, 
and is only active when the Grand 
Master is a Prince of the Blood Royal. 
Another burst of cheers came from the 
assembly, which was intensified when 
the Brethren caught upon the reason 
for the absence of the Earl, who, all 
the time, was in attendance for the 
purpose of being inducted, with the 
usual honours, into his new office. The 
ceremonies of his introduction, his in- 
vestiture, and his ascending the 
Throne were accompanied with in- 
tense enthusiasm. The ceremony, we 
are given to understand, was accom- 
plished with brilliant elocutionary 
powers, every word being heard in all 
parts of the large hall. And thus, 
the chapter which opened with doubts 
and clouds ended with a brilliance that 
is not often witnessed—even in Grand 

Lodge. The subsequent events, de- 


tailing the installation of the Grand 
Master, in the Royal Albert Hall, and 
the brilliant Masonic celebration which 
accompanied it, belong to another 
chapter. 


Secret Societies of African Tribes 


ISSIONARIES and others 
who have become _inti- 
mately acquainted with 
the West Coast tribes of 
Africa have found among 
them secret societies which play an im- 
portant part in controlling the relations 
of the individual to the tribe. Whether 
the secret societies were indigenous or 
were introduced by association with 
the Arabs is a question. Brother H. 
P. F, Marriott, who may be considered 
an authority on this subject, thinks 
that cannot be true only of the highest 
and most occult forms of the tribal 
societies, 

3 Among the important secret so- 
cieties which have been mentioned are 
the Poros, There are several classes 
of this society, the most important of 
which is the Religious or State Pur- 
roh. Brother Marriott says of it: “It 
1S an association of warriors. Each of 
the five Foulah-Sousou nations has its 
Own peculiar Purroh, in which there 
1S a council consisting of, so it is said, 
twenty-five members, and from each 
of these particular tribunals are taken 
five persons who form the Grand 
Purroh or supreme tribunal. The 
total number of members is supposed 
(1899) to be about 6,000. 

A man who wishes to join the dis- 
trict Purroh must be thirty years of 
age, and he cannot become a member 
of the Grand Purroh till he is fifty: 
though no doubt for white men, who 
might wish to try the experiment, an 
exception would be made. All his re- 
lations, who belong to the Purroh, be- 
come security for the candidate’s con- 
duct, and bind themselves by oath to 
sacrifice him, if he flinch during the 
ceremonies, or if he ever betray the 
secrets of the society. In each district 
within the sway of the Purroh there 
is a sacred wood, whither the candidate 
is conducted and where he is confined 
for several months in a solitary and 
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contracted habitation, and _ neither 
speaks nor quits the dwelling assigned 
to him. I have heard however that 
this period may be considerably 
shortened in certain cases. But if he 
attempt to penetrate into the sur- 
rounding forest he is instantly slain. 
However, as he generally passes this 
preliminary we will describe the final 
trial and the initiation. Everything 
that can be utilized is employed to 
prove his resolution and courage; lions 
and leopards or at any rate their imita- 
tions, are made to pass near him in the 
Purroh bush; and during this period of 
trial the sacred woods resound with 
dreadful howlings; and at times fire 
even seems to be rushing through the 
bush to the destruction of the candi- 
date. Anyone who penetrates these 
places is killed without mercy. 

After the probation, all those who 
are Bangan (or half prepared), are 
washed, well oiled, and decked with 
beads and corals, each holding a walk- 
ing stick covered with beads and wool 
ribbons. The long white cap hitherto 
worn as a sign of apprenticeship is re- 
placed by handkerchiefs worn round 
the head in the usual way like a 
circlet. All those who wish to com- 
plete the ceremony and become por- 
nor, as the complete or second degree 
is called, take a long and very solemn 
oath not to reveal the secrets, and to 
obey their superiors. The apprentice, 
or apprentices, as the case may be, are 
conducted into the “lodge” which is a 
leafy construction in three divisions, 
palm leaves as usual being employed, 
but only for its walls, not for a roof, 
for it generally has no covering. 

The oaths are administered in dif- 
ferent ways by various lodges, some 
use a tortoise-shell, striking it with a 
stick while they swear the candidate. 
There is much superstition connected 
with the tortoise-shells in Africa; they 
are used on farms as charms, and em- 
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ployed as receptacles for poisons. Mr. 
Cole says that tortoises are re- 
garded as the wisest and most skilful 
of animals. Brass tortoises are used 
in the rites of some of the secret so- 
cieties; two, which were hollow from 
the back end, were sold at Stevens’ 
Auction Rooms in the spring of 1898, 
they were said to have come with 


other trophies from Benin. Other 


lodges, while administering the oath, 
use the Shasha “medicine” of pow- 


-dered herbs and portions of the Koran, 


etc., sewn in red cloth. The oath is a 
long affair in the Religious Purroh; 
and, like many others, it calls down 
all sorts of punishments on the novices 
if at any time he reveal the secrets or 


does not obey the commands of his 


superiors. 

Afterwards a number of ceremonies 
are gone through in the first apart- 
ment, and finally he is taught the 
signs, gestures and words by which he 
may be known from any other man. 
At the end of it all he is generally sur- 
prised to find that there is no more 
secret in the society than there is in 
the mere name and its signs and 
words; but then he is but a Pornor, or 
one in the second grade, and he is 
really still on probation before he can 
become Master of the lodge or habita- 
tion, or be elected to the Sovereign 
Council. Many are the tests of his 
courage, and of his confidence in the 
good will of the other members. For 
instance, he may be asked to shut his 
eyes and take up a serpent inside a 
waterpot; the object, in these trials, 
being to startle the candidate and 
judge his temperament by his de- 
meanour; a snail shell, a large stone. 
tortoise-shell or even a toad, is placed 
inside the jar; on the young man tak- 
ing out the object the members stand- 
ing round burst into laughter which 
still more confuses him; this is to try 
his patience, and at the same time to 
show him that they mean him no 
harm. Mr. Cole, who went through 
this experience, does not give this as 


CRET SOCIETIES OF AFRICAN TRIBES 437 


the reason for the trial, which is evi- 
dent to most of those who have studied 
the usual methods of secret societies. 

There is a general password for the 
original and permanent—Purroh and 
the Kofon (g), which is the same 
and permanent for both societies, 
and may be interpreted as meaning 
“One Word,” of “The Only Word;” 
this is in order that a man who be- 
longs to one or the other of the so- 
cieties may be respected by those to 
whose society he does not belong. 
Mr. Cole most kindly informs me, 
generally speaking, that the permanent 
words of recognition “are names of 
materials always used in a lodge, of 
an animal connected with the sacrifi- 
cial rites of the orders, or plants sym- 
bolical of some spiritual beliefs of the 
society.” It is clear that there are 
other words necessary besides that 
which means “One Word,” and ap- 
parently the lodge passwords are 
given out periodically, and so vary 
from time to time as much as do those 
of different Temporary Purrohs. Mr. 
Cole further very kindly informs me 
that “there are also periodical pass- 
words amongst friendly societies.” He 
tells me that the words “Nje ware” are 
used as a signal by the uninitiated of 
the tribe, or by women when approach- 
ing a procession of secret orders; on 
hearing this the procession halts until 
the uninitiated has had time to conceal 
himself; he says that it is used by 
Mendis, Timmannis and Sherboros. 
The word Levenjeneware has also 
been mentioned to me as used in a 
similar way. 

A Purroh man has small marks cut 
in his back, in the shape of right-angled 
triangles, having the vertex in the 
centre of the spinal vertebrae and the 
base on both sides of the ribs: he also 
has circular lines around the breasts. 
The signs of salutation are more or 
less a repetition of parts of the drill 
gone through at the meetings of the 
society; they are of three kinds. In 
shaking hands the middle finger is 
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made to scratch the palm of the other 
person’s hand; if he be a Purroh he 
will reply by doing the same, but a 
more complete viva voce examination 
will probably follow if the two natives 
are strangers to each other. The 
second method, and that employed in 
lodge, is by kneeling, laying the right 
hand on the ground, and in this po- 
sition moving round and nodding the 
head to all the members present. The 
third mode is generally adopted by a 
man who, though not a member of the 
Purroh, has yet joined a kindred 
society which is either equivalent to or 
more powerful than the Purroh; it is 
also adopted by the Mohammedans, 
who though they are seldom members 
of the order, are yet virtually regarded 
as triends, probably on account of the 
Tite of circumcision, and the knowl- 
edge of magic with which they are 
credited, and are oftentimes invited 
ito the “lodges” when important 
questions are to be decided; such a 
an | pind in contact with the 
te cae ‘ ession must look round 
q Y pick the young shoots of 
a bloodstick,” which is the Sierra 
reo ‘nbd “Haronga Madagas- 
= S very common through- 
Slerra Leone and all West Africa, 
jedi — amuje by the Yoruba na- 
‘. with these leaves in his right 
and, which he places flat on the 
ground, he kneels, and says something 
to the effect that they both are really 
the same, that his ‘secret and their 
secret shall be clasped together in his 
heart, and remain sealed up as these 
leaves are; he is then allowed to depart 
sately, when an ordinary person would 
Probably have been killed—for these 
processions are kept very secret and 
the ordinary native shuns them as he 
would death itself.” 


There are seven grades in Purrohism 
each of which has its special duties 

lhe society is called together by a 
messenger who passes through ‘the 
village in his district with a small 
branch of some tree: wherever he 


knows there is a member, he goes to 
him, and, without saying anything lets 
him see the branch; the number of 
small dried sticks tied to it signifies 
the number of nights before the meet- 
ing. 

Any member turning traitor is 
killed. 

—Transactions of Quatuor Coronati 
Lodge, London. 


ONE ON THE MASTER. 


When General John Corson Smith 
was lieutenant governor of Illinois, 
one of the colored janitors of the state 
house at Springfield came into his 
office one morning and related the fol- 
lowing incident, which he said oc- 
curred the previous evening in the 
negro lodge of which he was a mem- 
ber: 

The ballot box had been passed and 
the worshipful master asked, “How is 
the ballot in the south, Brother Junior 
Warden?” “Clar in the south, wor- 
shipful.” “How is the ballot in the 
west, Brother Senior Warden?” “Clar 
in the west, worshipful.” The W. M. 
then inspected the box and said, “And 
clar in the east. TI therefore declar 
Mr. Josephus Johnson duly elected to 
take the degrees in this lodge.” Up 
jumped a big coon, as black as the ace 
of spades, and cried, “That’s a ’fernal 
lie, worshipful master. T put in four 
black balls myself.”—Voice-Review. 


PRESIDENT ELIOT’S CONCEP- 
TION OF A NEW RELIGION. 


People are changing their views of 
religion and are getting new ideas of 
God. Religion is not fixed: it is fluent 
and changes from century to century. 

The 20th century progress will bring 
about what I call a new religion. It 
will not be based upon authority, 
either spiritual or temporal; the pres- 
ent generations to be led, not driven. 

There will be no deification of re- 
markable human beings and the faith 
will not be racial or tribal. 


ROYAL ORDER 


The new religion will think first of 
the common good, it will not teach 
that character can be changed quickly; 
it will not admit of a sudden conver- 
sion in this world or a sudden paradise 
in the next. 

It will not think of God as a large 
and glorified man, or a king or a patri- 
arch. It will not deal chiefly in sorrow 
and death, but with joy and life. 

A new thought of God will be its 
characteristic. It will have no place 
for obscure dogmas or mystery. It 
will place no reliance on anything but 
the laws of nature. 


ROYAL ORDER OF SCOTLAND. 
Office of the Provincial Grand Master 
of the United States, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


We, James Daniel Richardson, R.L. 
F., Provincial Grand Master of H.R.M., 
for the United States of America, unto 
Sir William Oscar Roome, R.G.L.T.N., 
Provincial Grand Secretary: We have 
appointed :— 

Sir George Mayhew Moulton, Pro- 
vincial Senior Grand Warden. 

Sir James Isaac Buchanan, Provin- 
cial Junior Grand Warden, 

Sir Thomas Robert Morrow, Provin- 
cial Grand Sword Bearer. 

Sir William Bromwell Melish, Pro- 
vincial Grand Banner Bearer. 

Sir Richard Pardee Williams, Pro- 
Vincial Grand Chaplain. 

Sir George Edgar Corson, Provin- 
cial First Grand Marischal. 

Sir Stirling Kerr, Jr., Provincial 
Second Grand Marischal. 

Sir Andrew William Kelley, Provin- 
cial Iirst Grand Steward. 


Sir William Busby, Provincial 
Second Grand Steward. 
Sir Everett Chamberlin Benton, 


Provincial Third Grand Steward. 

Sir Tlenry Somerfield Cowins, Pro- 
vincial Fourth Grand Steward. 

Sir James Hays Trimble, Provincial 
Grand Guarder. 
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Sir Harold  Postle Carl 
Stewart, to be Organist. 

To hold office, subject to the pro- 
visions of the Constitution and Laws 
of the Grand Lodge, until the first day 
of January, 1910, and until their suc- 
cessors shall be appointed. 

You will make this order of record, 
send a copy to each of the official 
journals for publication, and officially 
inform each officer of his appointment. 

Dated this first day of January, 
1909. 


JAMES D. RICHARDSON, R.L.F. 
Provincial Grand Master. 


Official copy furnished to the New 
England Craftsman. 


WM. OSCAR ROOME, 
Provincial Grand Secretary. 


1909, Aug. 10. 


Spencer 


INLAND 


Wind from the sea, 

Come, sing to me. 

Sing of the open bay, 

Of the heaving deep, 

And the swift, free leap 

Of the billows at their play. 
Sing of the days 

When you and I 

And the waves together roved. 
Wind from the sea, 

Come, sing to me 

For you sing of the things I’ve loved. 


Sound of the sea, 

Come, sigh with me, 

Sigh for the days long past; 

For the days when youth 

With its love and truth 

Forever and aye should last. 

Sigh for the time 

When life’s full tide 

Swept on, nor was tempest-tost. 

Sound of the sea, 

Come, sigh with me, 

As I sigh for the things I've lost. 
J. G. P.—Boston Transcript. 
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ROYAL ORDER OF SCOTLAND 


In Cruce Stat Securus Amor 


The Provincial Grand Lodge of the United States 


Office of the Provincial Grand Secretary 
1826 Fourteenth Street, N. W. 


i Washington, D. C., 28th August, 1909. 
Dear Sir and Brother: e 


The Provincial Grand Lodge of the United States is called to meet in 
extraordinary session, in the City of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
on Monday, the 27th day of September, 1909, An. Or. Reg. 596, at the House 
of the Temple of the Supreme Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, 
No. 433 Third street, n. w., at the hour of 7.30 p. m., to receive the Dignitaries 
of the Grand Lodge of the Royal Order, due notice having been received of 
their intention to make an official visitation to this Provincial Grand Lodge on 
that date. : 

; At the conclusion of the official reception within the Lodge room, the Pro- 
Vincial Grand Lodge will be closed and the doors thrown open in order that 
the members of the Royal Order, with their ladies, may be individually pre- 
Sented to the visiting officials from Scotland. 


The Thirt 
United St 
Columbi 


y-second Annual Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of the 
ates will be held in the City of Washington, in the District of 
the ine ee ag ne ome sa toi asin ont eg ee ted 
tish Rite, No. 433 Third mea oe ie coe nie “ tek enon 
Dinner will be h Id 1 feloele i th ening eidingita tee 

r eld at 8 o’clock in the evening of the following day. 

Che headquarters of the Provincial Grand Lodge will be at the House of 
the Temple on both dates. : 

You are particularly requested to inform the Provincial Grand Secretary, 
by postal card or otherwise, whether you intend to be present at the Annual 
Dinner, and whether you will be accompanied by a lady. This information is 
necessary to enable the Provincial Grand Steward to make proper preparations. 

By order of the Provincial Grand Master. 


WM. OSCAR ROOME, R. G. L. T.N., 


Official copy furnished New England Craftsman, Wm. Oscar Roome, Pro- 
vincial Grand Secretary. 


James B. McGregor 


James B. 


Brother James B. McGregor of 
North Newport, New Hampshire, 
reaches the remarkable age of 108 
years on the 6th day of the present 
month. The picture here presented 
was taken just after he had voted Nov. 
3d, 1908. Brother McGregor was born 
in a house still standing about one 
mile from the center of the town. He 
says of himself: “In 1825 I joined a 
Masonic lodge in Salisbury, N. H. 


McGregor 


The lodge went out of existence in a 
few years, and in 1866 I became affili- 
ated with Mt, Vernon lodge of New- 
port. I have lived in North Newport 
at least 90 years of my life, and think 
this town the grandest place on earth. 
When the summons comes from God, 
I will be ready to be carried to my last 
resting place in yonder cemetery, 
which is one of the most beautiful 
spots in New England.” 
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Tue Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has 
adopted certain regulations defining the order 
of procedure on the part of the lodges in 
electing candidates and conferring the degrees 
of freemasonry. 

Similar action has no doubt been taken by 
every grand lodge in the world. These regu- 
lations have been adopted in the belief that 
they would sustain the dignity and contribute 
to the best interests of freemasonry and pre- 
vent the admission of new members with such 
rapidity as to make it impossible for them 
to comprehend the meaning of freemasonry or 
understand the relation or significance of its 
degrees. 

Every master of a lodge knows of these 
regulations, and every one undoubtedly under- 
stands that the dignity of freemasonry de- 
pends on their general enforcement. Not- 
withstanding this fact the frequency of re- 
quests for dispensation permitting reception 
ot candidates and conferring of the degrees 
in other than the constitutional manner is 
surprising, and compels us to believe that many 
retire foe getting of candidates to 
eed st business of the lodge and the 

val of all obstacles to their ready accept- 
ance the next. Requests for dispensations 

Permitting Suspension of grand lodge regu- 
lations are so numerous in Massachusetts that 
their disposition makes greater demands on 
the time of the grand secretary than any other 


single branch of the work of the office, 
There are really few 


setting aside the regula 
the degrees, 


good reasons for 
ar order for conferring 
Among them the convenience 
of the candidate should not be included except 
for causes beyond his control, 
siders the subject for 
struck with 


If one con- 
a moment he will be 
struck the assurance exhibited by an 
individual who without the best reason asks 
for the suspension of a regulation that is part 
of the constitution which nearly sixty thou- 
sand Masons in Massachusetts have engaged 
to support. : 

Because a man suddenly determines to go 
to Africa is no reason for making him a 
Mason without ceremony. He may take out 
an accident policy and purchase a revolver, 
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but the protection of freemasonry should be 
granted only in an orderly manner and after 
due consideration. 

Masonry cannot be appreciated when taken 
at a jump, without intervals between the de- 
grees for contemplation; especially, if the 
ceremonies are divested of their full signifi- 
cance by hurried or abbreviated rendering. 
Every man who desires to become a freemason 
can find time to take the degrees in an orderly 
manner and if he does not do so it is almost 
certain that some one is luring him on for the 
purpose of making him a knight templar or 
a shriner in the shortest possible time. 
A Grand Master's authority to set aside Grand 
Lodge regulations should not extend to such 
cases, and if the brethren would realize that 
there is almost never a substantial reason for 
conferring the degrees in an irregular manner 
it would relieve the Grand Master of em- 
barrassment and ensure the respect not only 
of all within the ranks but of those who seek 
admission to our great brotherhood. 

Notwithstanding our respect for the integ- 
rity of Grand Lodge regulations for confer- 
ring degrees we believe some constitutional 
concessions regarding the way in which pe- 
titions for degrees may be received are de- 
sirable. Provided members of lodges are 
duly notified and committees allowed sufficient 
time for investigations why is it necessary to 
have the application read in open lodge one 
full month previous to action. The enforce- 
ment of this regulation is a hardship and 
expense to a lodge besides being a farce as 
sometimes enforced. 


It is the custom of many lodges to suspend 
their meetings in July and August. Frequent- 
ly petitions for degrees are received soon after 
they close. To act on them in September a 
meeting must be called in August for their 
formal reception. The meeting is called— 
barely enough attend to make the meeting 
legal—the names are read and a record made. 
What good has come to freemasonry and 
what protection to its character by this for- 
mality? The members will generally know 
nothing of what has been done until the names 
are printed in the notice of the September 
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meeting. As long as this regulation remains 
let it be enforced, but would it not be better 
to make a change and allow action on all 
petitions received two weeks previous to the 
date of a regular meeting, all other conditions 


being complied with? 
We suggest this change in the interest of 


economy for the lodge and as a safeguard 
against temptation to include in the September 
business action on petitions that have not been 
lawfully presented. 


WeE HAVE seen an exceedingly interesting 
book entitled “The Lost Link Recovered,” by 
Edwin A. Sherman 33°. 

This book relates to the planting of Scottish 
Rite Masonry in America and has to do with 
the authenticity of the grand constitutions of 
1786 which he contends, with plausible argu- 
ment, were brought to this country by Baron 
Frederick William Augustus Steuben to whom 
the constitutions were intrusted by Frederic 
II King of Prussia with the instructions 
they should be placed in the hands of George 
Washington and that he should be the founder 
and head of the Scottish Rite in America. 
The unsettled condition of the country and 
many duties devolying on Washington at that 
time prevented him from assuming the cares 
of establishing and promoting Scottish Rite 
Masonry, this duty was committed to Colonel 
John Mitchell and Dr. Frederick Dalcho who 
on the 31st day of May, 1801, founded the 
Supreme Council of the A. & A. S. Rite in 
the city of Charleston, S. C., “and from which 
all regular Supreme Councils of the Rite have 
emanated.” 

In support of the contention of the author 
we quote the concluding paragraph of his 
book. 

“To this research of more than forty years, 
in regard to the Grand Constitutions of 1786 
of whose authenticity I have given my solemn 
oath of unqualified allegiance and support; 
though the secret died with them, whence Col. 
John Mitchell and Dr. Frederick Dalcho (who 
organized the Supreme Council of the Thirty- 
third Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry at Charleston, 
South Carolina, on May 31, 1801) received 
them; yet the circumstantial evidenee is sa 


clear to my mind, that Col. John Mitchell 
received them from Baron Steuben, he being 
unable to gain the attention and acceptance 
of Washington to become the Grand Com- 
mander of the Rite. Certainly Frederick the 
Great did not entrust them to the father of 
Frederick Dalcho in London where the son 
was born, nor could the latter in a round- 
about way have brought them to America, nor 
could Col. John Mitchell have received them 
direct from Frederick the Great, and started 
Supreme Council on his own hook and with- 
out previous conference with some person 
who was near to Frederick the Great; and 
beyond all doubt or question in my mind, that 
person was the intimate friend and Brother 
Mason of both Frederick the Great and 
General George Washington, Brother Baron 
Frederick William Augustus Steuben, as I 
have given in the foregoing pages, and I 
believe it to be true. 

lf 1 had stated it as an absolute fact, not 
a scintilla of evidence could be brought for- 
ward to prove the contrary, and I submit the 
result of my more than forty years of re- 
search and labors to the fraternal consider- 
ation and judgment of my brethren of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, with 
whom I have labored so long in the sacred 
cause of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.” 


Fraternally yours 
In the Mysterious Numbers 
Epwin A. SHERMAN, 


33° Grand Cross. 


Ortentar Consistory, Scottish Rite Masonry, 
Chester T. Drake 33°, Commander-in-Chief, 
Chicago, has entered on an undertaking that 
will have the approbation of every man whose 
heart is moved with love for his fellow. 

The work has been assigned to a committee 
of which Dr. James B. McFatrich is director. 
Previous work of this distinguished brother 
in philanthropical lines, has inspired admira- 
tion for his character and confidence in the 
success of whatever he may undertake. 

A circular issued by Orientel Consistory 
entitled “What the Members of Oriental Con- 
sistory Should and Will Do,” outlines the 
work proposed which is to establish “Sick 
Visitation and Fraternal Courtesy Commit- 
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tees.” The circular gives interesting statistics 
of the personnel of the body and says :— 
“The Consistory has grown to such large 
Proportions that we cannot hope to know 
each other unless special effort to bring us 
together is made. In an organization of this 
size there are always those who have a wide 
acquaintance among the membership, and 
always enjoy the warmth of companionship. 
Others—and they are in the majority—are 
not so favored, and they come here, come 
where the intimacy of the fireside should be 
found, and are practically strangers amidst 
Strange surroundings, and it is not a matter 
of wonder that they cease their visits. We 
thus lose the inspiration that association with 
choice spirits always gives, and the Consistory 
is deprived of the active, forceful influence 
which the absent would exert if they were 
made to feel that their presence was desired. 
It is to bring into action the energies that 
are dormant, the influence that is now unused, 
and to stimulate and broaden the spirit of 
fraternity, that a committee will be formed 
whose duties shall consist in making everybody 
acquainted with everybody else, and to furnish 
evidence that the attendance of a member is 
appreciated. We are conspicuously courteous 


in theory, and widely so in practice, but courte- 
sy in the Consistory can 


never be brought 
to full flowering until we ' 


know that it has 
never been lacking when Opportunity for its 
exercise has offered. It will be an unexpected 
result if the Committee that will have ch 


of the nightly introduction of members, 
the Committee th 


arge 
and 
at will care for strangers, do 
not produce results that will be beneficial to 


this Consistory far beyond our most enthus- 
lastic anticipations. 


: It is further proposed by our Commander- 
in-Chief that the Committees for the visitation 
of the sick shall be large enough to make it 
unnecessary for one member to visit oftener 
than once a month at most, but to insure daily 
visits. Tt is in ministration to the living that 
the Consistory must prove its worth, The 
flower that we lay upon the casket may tell 
the living that we entertain a regard for the 
memory of the dead—they are always eloquent 
in their beauty—but they tell the dead 
nothing. It would be all the 
to them if no flower was laid upon 


same 
their 


pulseless hearts. They have passed beyond 
the touch of friendly love, or the burning of 
the most savage hate. One little flower placed 
in a wasted hand, or held before an eye that is 
becoming dim, is worth an ocean of bloom 
upon the casket or the grave, and so 
the purpose of the creation of the Visiting 
Committee is to show love while love can 
be appreciated, to give care when care is 
needed, and to demonstrate to our members 
and the world that no one of us need walk 
among the clouds, or step down into the dark 
valley, without the sympathy and assistance of 
fraternal hearts and hands. Of course it is 
not meant that the dead shall be neglected. 
The design is to show that the sympathy of 
this body is never withheld, or its kindly 
ministrations lacking, either in the chamber of 
sickness, the home of bereavement, or in the 
cemetery. 

The mistake, of course, will not be made 
to suppose, for a moment, that the creation 
of these Committees reliaves any of us from 
the individual duty along the lines which* the 
Committee suggest. We are a fraternal body; 
our purpose and our obligations impose upon 
each the sacred duty of doing what these Com- 
mittees are organized to do, whenever oppor- 
tunity shall offer. No heart should hunger 
for a welcome when we are present; no head 
should toss upon a rough pillow if we are at 
hand to smooth it; and no life should be a 


waste if we can scatter flowers amidst its 
bleakness.” 


Wuite taking a trolley ride through a section 
of Massachusetts during its recent occupancy 
by the military companies in their expensive 
war play an incident was observed illustrating 
the harmful influence of military evolutions 
on young minds. As our car stopped at one 
station to permit a passenger to land we were 
confronted by a party of boys from nine to 
twelve years of age, prancing around with 
toy guns and pistols and other imitations of 
military accoutrements. Their guns and pistols 
were pointed toward our car and we were 
requested to surrender. The boys could hardly 
be blamed for their demonstration for the 
same thing was being done in a larger way 
before their eyes by the military arm of the 
government. 
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The misfortune of the exhibition was in 
the fact that the minds of the young children 
had been inspired with admiration for the 
one feature of modern times that links us 
with the savage spirit of remote ancestry and 
encourages their brutal methods of maintain- 
ing individual and tribal integrity. We do 
not sce any prospect of the immediate dis- 
armament of the armies of the world but 
there are signs pointing to the possibility of 
such a future condition. The number is 
growing rapidly of those who are fostering 
the belief that nations can live in amicable 
relations without the aid of great armies and 
navies. To such the extravagant war play 
which has just been enacted is unnecessary and 
harmful in every sense. How much better for 
the minds of the young children would have 
been some grand industrial exhibition suggest- 
ing comfortable life conditions, something that 
would uplift humanity and make life bright- 
er and inspire that Brotherly Love so strongly 
commended in the tenets of freemasons. 


RRRBwR 

Tue Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand 
Inspectors-General of the Thirty-Third and 
last degree for the Northern jurisdiction of 
the United States of America will hold the 
ninety-seventh annual meeting in Masonic 
Temple, Boston, commencing Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 2ist, being the third Tuesday of said 
month, as appointed by the Constitutions. 
Since the last meeting of this distinguished 
body its M. P. Sovereign Grand Master, 
Henry L. Palmer has died. General Sam- 
uel C. Lawrence 33°, now holds the office 
of Sovereign Commander and as the most 
distinguished member of the Rite will un- 
doubtedly be continued in the office as long 
as he is willing to perform its duties. 


Our readers are invited to answer the 
following inquiries 
Who is the best known Fremason in 
the world 
in the United States 
in New England 
in Massachusetts 
in Boston and _ vicinity? 


WE SHALL be glad to devote a page of the 
New England Craftsman, each month to 
questions and answers relating to the history, 
traditions, laws and principles of Free- 
masonry. Such a page will stimulate an interest 
in freemasonry and be appreciated by many 
who desire to know more of its origin and 
purpose. 

RBRBR 

Masters of lodges and all other presiding 
officers are requested to send us Masonic 
news. Let us know what is being done and 
we will help your success. 

RRRIR 

We opecin to think, after all, that our 
English brethren have had the true idea in 
regard to the admission of visitors, which is 
to admit no one who is not invited to visit by 
a member of the lodge who accompanies and 
vouches for him—F. Speed in Southland. 

RRRRER 

Sovereign Grand Commander Samuel C. 
Lawrence appointed Illustrious Barton Smith 
33° of Toledo, Ohio, to the position of Grand 
Lieutenant Commander of the Supreme 
Council, A. A. S. Rite, Northern Jurisdiction, 
to fill vacancy occasioned by the General’s 
taking the office of Sov. Grand Commander, 
vacated by the death of Grand Commander 
Henry L. Palmer. Bro. Smith was Deputy 
for the State of Ohio. He resigned and that 
office is now held by Illustrious David N. 
Kinsman 33° of Columbus. Illustrious Bro. 
Smith was crowned an Active member of 
the Supreme Council Sept. 20, 1887; Illustrious 
Bro. Kinsman was crowned in 1895. Brother 
Smith is a Past Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge, also a Past Grand Commander of 
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar, of 
Ohio.—The Masonic Constellation. 

A $30,000 Shriners’ Temple is to be built in 
Rutland, Vermont. Plans have been accepted 
and it is expected that work will begin on or 
before October first. 

RBRBEe 

THE secretary of state has. designated 
Brother Herbert Harris of Portland, Maine, 
as one of the two delegates to represent the 
United States at the fifth international Esper- 
anto Congress, to be held at Barcelona, Spain, 


Sept. 5 to Sept. 11. 
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PLEASANT remarks are frequently made to 
us regarding the character of the New Eng- 
land Craftsman. We are especially pleased 
when words of commendation come to us 
from a distance, suggested by appreciation of 
our work rather than by local interest in our 
undertaking. The following letter is an in- 
stance of the latter sort :— 

Iron Mountain, Shasta, Co., Calif.,7-24-09 
New England Craftsman, 
900 Masonic Temple, 
Boston, Mass. 

Inclosed please find Wells-Fargo order for 
$2.00 for the renewal of my subscription to 
the New England Craftsman, the best mag- 
asine out, 

Very truly yours, 
A. PB. 


Ovr vacation was responsible for two or 
three errors in our July number. The author 
of Boston Council song should have been 
given J. B, Benton, not J. R. Benton. The 
latter is the nephew of the other. We do not 
know that he writes songs but we do know 
that he sings them “mighty well.” It is 
hardly necessary to correct the name of our 
old friend Emmons, the long time secretary 
of St. Paul's R. A. chapter. Everybody knows 
that it is Theo. H. Emmons. 


Dr. Darius Wilson and son have been in 
more trouble on account of their desire to 
dispose of Masonic degrees. We learn from 
one of the daily papers that he was recently 


arrested in Newark in connection with 


; an 
initiation, 


Morris Dresser was the candidate 
and he invested $7.50 in the initiatory cere- 
monies. He got a white apron, a printed 
catechism, and went to a neighbor that was a 
real Mason and began to reel off the stuff 
he had heen given by the Wilsons, The 
neighbor looked at him in amazement and 
told the candidate he had been swindled, On 
his representation the police arrested the 
Wilsons. 


Dr. Wilson and his son were arrested May 


24th in St. Louis on a similar charge. Bonds 
were given hy some person and recently the 
sum of $418 has been paid to the court as a 
forfcit. 


BroTHER Joseph S. Atwood, a well known 
Mason of Provincetown, Mass., died July 15th. 
He was born in Orrington, Maine, in 1833. 
He served the town many years as tax collector. 
He was past master of King Hiram lodge 
and past high priest of Joseph Warren, R. A. 
Chapter. 


HR 


Former Governor Brother Curtis Guild, Jr., 
of Boston, who is now abroad, is to enjoy in 
August an extended automobile trip through 
the Continent with his classmate at Harvard 
in ’81, Dr. Robert W. Lovett of Boston. The 
trip will begin immediately after Mr. Guild’s 
visit to Vienne, Department of Correze, in 
France, where on Aug. 14 he is to deliver the 
chief address at the dedication of a memorial 
monument to Servetus, who in Calvin's time 
was burned at the stake because of his too 
liberal expressions. Mr. Guild will speak on 
this occasion in French, just as he did recently 
at Geneva at the Calvin memorial. The auto 
trip will include many interesting out-of-the 
way places and many countries will be v 


ited. 


Dana J. Flanders, most worshipful grand 
master of the grand lodge of Massachusetts 
has been enjoying a vacation at Rowe's pond, 
Bingham, Me. 


WE WELCOME vacation with a pleasure 
second only to the satisfaction that comes at 
its close. Change brings refreshment to mind 
and body. The summer yacation does every 
one good, so does the work and responsibility 
that are resumed when vacations are over. 


RRRRR 


WE LEARN from the daily press that a 
bogus Masonic lodge was recently broken up 
by the police of New York City. 

The raid was made on the complaint of 
Jacob Mandi, a letter carrier, who had paid 
35 for his initiation into what he supposed 
as real freemasonry. It developed that more 
than 100 others had paid the same amount. 
The Master, Secretary and Junior Warden of 
the bogus lodge were locked up at police head- 
quarters charged with violating a section of 
the Penal Code. 


w 
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Brorner Jacob Hyman, member of Mr. 
Lebanon lodge, Boston, and of the Boston fire 
department, recently saved the life of a friend 
at the risk of his own. His friend was in- 
stalling an acetylene plant in New Hampshire 
where Hyman was at the time. From some 
cause there was a terrific explosion during the 
work and the building was enveloped in flames, 
3rother Ilyman, regardless of his own life, 
threw a coat over his head and jumped into 
the building through the flames and rescued 
his friend although he was horribly burned. 


3rother Hyman was burned about the head 
and hands, but not seriously. 


Brother Wm. Seymour, a prominent, 
greatly respected member of the theatrical pro- 
fession is a member of Columbian lodge, Bos- 
ton. He now resides in New York but has 
many friends who remember him, especially 
in connection with the old Boston Museum. 
Brother Seymour does not forget his lodge 
or his Masonry and shows his kind interest in 
our work by sending with his renewal the 
name of a new subscriber for the New Eng- 
land Craftsman. 


RRRRR 


Brethren who are desirous of acquiring the 
habit of easy extemporaneous speech making 
should read “Lodge Talks” advertised in 
another place in this issue. They will find 
many suggestions for impromptu speeches. 


Our good brother Rey. Joseph E. Barry of 
Jamaica Plain, Mass., has just passed his 83d 
birthday. Brother Barry will always be loved 
and remembered for his great work in con- 
nection with the Children’s Mission of Boston, 
which he was largely instrumental in organiz- 
ing over 61 years ago and which has accomp- 
lished untold good. A large number of con- 
gratulatory letters were sent to Brother Barry 
in honor of his birthday. 


RRRRR 


Brother William Marble, one of the oldest 
members of Mt. Lebanon lodge, Boston, died 
August 26th at the age of 90 years and 5 days. 
Ile had been in feeble health for some time. 


He was greatly respected as a Mason, although 
he had occupied no official position. He was 
prominent among Odd Fellows and had been 
a grand master of that organization. 


BRR R 

Major Charles W. Stevens, who was for- 
merly in the dry goods and woolen business in 
Boston, died in the early part of July at 
Waterford, Me., at the age of nearly seventy- 
eight years. He was the second oldest past 
commander of the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company of Boston. He was a 
writer of recognized ability. He took a real 
interest in Freemasonry and was a past master 
of Mt. Horeb lodge of Woburn, and an honor- 
ary member of Columbian lodge, Boston. He 
read the Centennial Poem at the celebration 
of the one hundredth anniversary of the found- 
ing of the last named, June, 1905. 

RRR RX 

The members of the “Societas Rosicruciana” 
in our country will read with interest the 
doing of our English fraters. The following 
is taken from The Freemason’s Chronicle:— 

SOCIETAS ROSICRUCIANA. 

At the July convocation of the Metropoli- 
tan College of the Societas Rosicruciana in 
Anglia, Bros. Rudyard Kipling (Hope and 
Perseverance Lodge, No. 782, Lahore) and 
Selwyn Bruce (St. Augustine Lodge, No. 4, 
New Zealand) were admitted to the grade of 
Zelator by the Celebrant Dr. Brindley James, 
the Lecture on Numbers being given by the 
Deputy Fr. A. Cadbury Jones (Secretary Gen- 
eral). Rev. Dr. T. W. Lemon, the Senior 
Substitute Magus, was present, also several 
members of the High Council, and Fr. W. John 
Songhurst, Secretary of the College. 

After the admission, a very interesting paper 
on “Techeny and Modern Science” was read by 
Fr. Dr. Vaughan Bateson, who had brought 
with him a number of appliances to demon- 
strate the most recent discoveries in Electrical 
Science, also, in the applications of radium. 
The paper proved of fascinating attractiveness, 
and was listened to with the utmost attention 
by the large gathering of members of the Col- 
lege. It was subsequently announced that at 
the October convocation Fr. Herbert Burrows 
would deal with the same subject from the 
metaphysical point of view. 
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Fr. Selwyn Bruce, responding to the toast 
of his health stated that he was glad to be 
able to take back to New Zealand the correct 
English working. Fr. Kipling, who also re- 
plied, alluded to the boast of the Craft that 
they never invited anyone to join, and the 
same was true of the Rosicrucian Society, 
which he was glad to hear provided “an 
atmosphere in which can be discussed matters 
on the very edge of things.” 

RBRRRR 
PROVIDENCE LETTER, 
Aug. 30. 
asons Hall Company are to be 
congratulated for the artistic changes they 
have produced in Masonic Temple. 

Too much credit can not be given to the 
able and efficient House Committee whose 
untiring zeal and excellent judgment have 
Siven to the Brethren of Providence these 
Improvements which are surprisingly rich and 
beautiful. The woodwork in the hallways and 
ante-rooms is painted olive green, with the 
wall of buff color, the beam and cornice 
salmon pink and sea Sreen and the ceilings a 
light buff, 

The Scottish Rite Parlor is more than 
doubled in size by Temoving the partition on 
the Dorrance Street side. 

In this parlor the woodwork is cream 

enamel, the walls violet, with the beams and 
cornice a sea green lined with gold and the 
ceiling a light buff. Single tungsten lamps 
distributed about the ceiling make every 
corner brilliant and the red carpet and ma- 
hogany furniture gives the finishing touch, 
; The woodwork in the main parlor is of 
ivory white, the walls green and the ceiling 
white, lined with green, shaded with pink, A 
new carpet is upon the floor with 
in blue and green. 

The most complete change is found in the 


large lodge room, 
is 


The Freem 


a pattern 


: where all the woodwork 
finished in mahogany, the walls to the 
height of the door caps a bronze green effect, 
as are also the spaces in the architectural dec- 
orations of the east and the full length columns, 
The walls above are Indian-red, the frieze, 
cornice and beams of light brown, sea green 
and pink with a gold moulding and the ceil- 


ing of light yellow. The railing in front of 


the old seats has been removed, thus enabling 
an extra row of seats. 

Single tungsten lamps have replaced the 
old chandeliers, and are distributed about the 
ceiling. An opening has been made in the 
west wall for the use of a spot-light or stere- 
opticon. The whole effect of this room is rich 
and dignified and in thorough keeping with the 
ideals of Masonry. 

The small lodge room is finished in ma- 
hogany, the walls are greys and reds with 
gold moulding, the centre of the east wall 
is bronze green. 

A new armory on the second floor, in the 
room that was occupied by the insurance com- 
pany, would be very convenient for the Sir 
Knights. And as the Hall Committee would 
like to use the old armory for the Scottish 
Rite scenery and a general store room, it 
is hoped that they will make a proposition to 
the Commanderies that will be mutually bene- 
ficial. Should this be accomplished the en- 
tire building above the first floor would be 
occupied by the different Masonic organiz- 
ations. 

The Eastern Star will be the first to use 
the Temple since the change, their meeting 
taking place on Sept. ist. 

Palestine band is without question the most 
popular musical organization in the state of 
Rhode Island. This band was organized five 
years ago by half a dozen Nobles whose outfit 
consisted of paper instruments of the kazoo 
type. This form of a band existed only for 
one or two Shrine meetings. Noble Horace 
M. Peck originated the idea that there was a 
sufficient number of musicians in Palestine 
Temple to warrant a legitimate band. Receiv- 
ing encouragement from Potentate George H. 
Grant he promptly formed such a band, start- 
ing with ten or twelve men, The band was 
handicapped for some time from the fact that 
they were without a regular conductor. 

In December 1906 the band took on a new 
lease of life. George G. Bell was appointed 
leader; a band room was hired, complete uni- 
forms purchased as was also many new instru- 
ments and a good library of music, The ranks 
were recruited until there are now forty-eight 
members on the list, with a complete instru- 
mentation of a full military band. Not @ 
member of this band receives any compensa- 


NOTE AND 


tion for his services. With a rehearsal every 
Tuesday night in the year the enthusiastic 
interest is manifest in an average attendance 
of over thirty members, coming from all parts 
of the state and nearby towns in Massachu- 
setts. 

The personnel is made up of Doctors, Law- 
yers, Mill Owners, Treasurers, Superintend- 
ents and active business men, representing 
almost every industry. On rehearsal night it 
is not an uncommon sight to see nearly 
twenty automobiles belonging to the members 
in front of the band room headquarters. The 
band has never played for other thana Masonic 
affair, with one exception which was at the 
boom dinner in the interest of Greater Provi- 
dence. 


"RRRR 


Brother Charles P. Bennett, for 15 years 
Seeretary of State of Rhode Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, died August 25th, after 
months of illness due to overwork, connected 
With his official position. Brother Bennett 
was Master of Doric lodge and Junior Warden 
of St. Johns Commandery at the time of his 
death. Brother Bennett was universally loved 
and esteemed, not only by his Masonic associ- 
ates, but by all who knew him. Hig funeral 
was attended by the Governor and a host of 
Prominent citizens of his State. 

RRRRR 

Brother J. Fred Parker has been appointed 
Secretary of State for Rhode Island to suc- 
ceed the late Charles P. Bennett. He took 
the oath of office shortly after the funeral of 


‘Brother Bennett. 


Brother Parker has had a long experience 
in public affairs and is one of the best-known 
State officials and the news of his appoint- 
ment gave satisfaction to every one. 

Brother Parker was born April 9, 1856, at 
Dublin, N. H. He was educated in the public 
schools of his native State and in Colby 
Academy, New London, N. H. After leaving 
school he taught for a time in the public 
schools. 

On Jan, 15, 1879, he married Miss Helen M. 
Prince at Lewiston, Me. Mr. Parker was for 
many years connected with the wholesale dry 
goods house of the Hartwell & Richards Com- 
pany in Providence. This position he resigned 
to accept the appointment of Deputy Secretary 
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of State, June 8, 1894, which position he has 
held up to the present time. 

He is a prominent Mason, being Past Master 
of Orpheus Lodge, a member of Providence 
Royal Arch Chapter, No 1; Providence Coun- 
cil, No. 1, Royal and Select Masters; Past 
Commander of St. Johns Commandery, No. 1, 
Knights Templar; a member of the Rhode 
Island Consistory and one of the District 
Deputy Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of 
Rhode Island. 

BREE 

De Moray ComManpery, K. T., Boston, 

Em. John W. Crooks, commander, in company 
with St. John Commandery, Providence, Em. 
James B. Gay, commander, enjoyed a charm- 
ing week-end and Labor Day outing at Nar- 
ragansett Pier, R. I., September 3d to 6th in- 
clusive. The Boston party with their ladies, 
numbering about one hundred started shortly 
after noon on Friday, but the Providence sir 
knights and ladies did not go until Saturday. 
The headquarters of both commanderies was 
at the elegant Hotel Mathewson. An interest- 
ing program of entertainments was provided. 
One of the novel incidents was a progressive 
course dinner. This gave a grand opportunity 
for extending acquaintance and _ sociability 
which was appreciated and fully enjoyed. All 
of the exercises were informal in character, 
but all contributed to a grand good time. Both 
commanderies returned to their homes Mon- 
day afternoon. 


Brave Sir Knights and ladies fair, 
Went forth one summer day 
Some, were from good St. John’s, 
The rest from De Molay. 


In days of old the Sir Knights bold 
Rode forth on foaming steeds, 

But faster methods now are used 
To meet the present needs. 


They meet beside the restless sea, 
And give the cordial hand, 

While swiftly speed the hours away, 
Assisted by the band. 


Such times as these are oases 
In fretful life’s highway, 
When the hair is snowy white, 
We'll still enjoy play days. 


May your hearts beat true, 
My brave St. John’s and courteous De Molay, 
We'll say good-bye “For Auld Lang Syne,” 
Till we meet another day. 

—Abbie Porter Farnsworth. 


ALL SORTS 


Nothing fails of its end. 

Out of sight sinks the stone, 
In the deep sea of time, 

But the circles sweep on, 

Till the low-rippled murmurs 
Along the shores run, 

And the dark and dead waters 
Leap glad in the sun. 

—Whittier. 


Dyer—What do you call your machine—an 
automobile or a motor car? 
Hyer—I call it either when it runs. When 


it doesn’t, I call it other things. 


“And I am the very first you have loved, 
Bertha?” 


“Of course you are. How tedious you men 
are! You all ask me the same question.” — 


Fliegende Blaetter. 


Stoute. “It's very depressing to have a wife 
who is an invalid. 

Pettyman. “Imagine what it is, then, to 
have one that is perfectly healthy !” 


Nurse. “I wish to tell you, sir, that you 


have just become the father or triplets.” 


Noopar. “Oh! This is two tco much!” 


A big Boston restaurant has cut out tips. 
Which reminds us of an experience in Chicago. 
t was a holiday and we had dined well, there- 
fore the tip we offered Was a paper one. “No, 
sah,” said the waiter, “we ain’t allowed to 


take no fees, sah;” then lowering his voice, 


he added, “Drap him on de flo’, boss, 


drap 
him on de flo.” 


“IT think,” said the professor, “from the 
utensils about him, that this mummy 
have been an Egyptian plumber.” “How 
interesting,” mused his dreamy  assij 


must 


tant, 
“could we but bring him back to life.” The 
professor shook his head. “Too risky. Who's 
going to pay him for his time? —London 
Globe. 
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‘She. “I’m living on brown bread and 
water to improve my complexion.” 

He. “How long can you keep it up?” 

She." “Oh, indefinitely, I. guess.” 

He. “Then let’s get married.’ 


Former Representative Amos J. Cummings 
of New York was once city editor of the Sun. 
One Saturday night it was announced that all 
the saloons were to be closed next day. 

Cummings called his star reporter, Murray. 

“Tom,” he said, “go out tomorrow and find 
out if the saloons are selling liquor.” 

It was Thursday when Tom again appeared 
at his desk. 

“They were,” he reported. 


“Why do you always go out on the balcony 
when I begin to sing, John? Can't you bear 
to listen to me?” 

“Tt isn’t that, but [ don’t want the neighbors 
to think I'm a wife beater.”’—Kansas City 
Journal. 


Begin the day 
With just a smile; 
Twill drive away 
Care for the while 
And drop a kind 
Word with it, too; 
‘Twill help you grind 


The long day through. 


Don’t let the brown 
Taste on your tongue 
Keep wholly down 
Your song unsung. 
3ring to your day 
The thing you should; 
The world will say: 


“You're to the good.” 
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; t~*~é~‘<S:sé«sU GOP'S 


SpiagNedetit UNDER. WEAR 


Ess I'll have to try some of these” 


° 

P re 1ere Awise decision and one which 

every discriminating man makes 

once he has examined the genu- 

and \e ine Cooper's. YOU should wear 
W character and quality. 


Cooper’s—it is the underwear of 
Union >uitsend two-piece su.ts, All sizesand 
colors, Trv a silk lisle s it fr spring and 
summer wear. 


Cooper Mfg. 
Co. 
J 
RS) H. D. FOSS 
ss & CO, 


BOSTON 


The 
Eastern Casualty Company 


OF BOSTON 


( For Masons Exclusively ) 


Provides indemnity for accident, sickness and death by 
accident. 


Weekly benefits, $10.00 to $50.00 for 52 wecks. 
Full benefits for every known disease. 
Good territory available for live agents. 


Literature and sample policy furnished upon application. 


Home Office, 585 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 
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Choice Patterns in 


ENGLISH AND SCOTCH NOVELTIES 


FOR FALL AND WINTER WEAR ARE NOW READY 
FOR YOUR SELECTION 


Sumner L. Stackhouse 


Importing Tailor 
207 Tremont Building, Boston 


Telephone Connections 


When you want Original Designs in Beautiful Flowers for 
Presentations, etc., send your order to 


Out of Town GL 
Orders Witt 0 

Telephone at 4 . 
My Expense 


Q Special Attention 


Dae “U/@ Given to Masonic 

poy) JEWEL . THR 

yw cent \ Emblems and Jewels. DESIGNING. ENGRAVING,OIE SINKING. 
fo teas ENAMELING.CARVING \ "CHASING.ENAMELING.CARVING 


DRePAIRING \ New Designs Fur- } 
al . . Vs 
4 BENS? \ nished on Applica- > PINS. JEWELS $Y 
bist on coke ae 


TROPHIES © S tion. ey TROPHIES 
3 WINTER ST..ROOM 34.B0STON.MASS| 


SeN0 FOR \FOLOER OF, 
; ae eerciat oesions wane @easy 


Bwinter ST.ROOM 34.BOSTON. MASS] 


ELL, what do you think Jack Spratt 

could eat no fat, but W. C. SPRATT can, 
and can do catering and has the most Masonic 
work of any caterer in Boston or suburbs. 


Telephone Connection 


W. C. SPRATT 


372 Cambridge St. Allston, Mass. 
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Blue Lodge 


Aprons A. L. EASTMAN CO. 
pa eter INCORPORATED 
K. 1G altorms FURNISHING UNDERTAKER, 
Satter Sree 251 Tremont Street, 
Regalla. Corner of Seaver Place, BOSTON 
= ie pee Collars and Jewals Open Day and Night. 
LAMBSKIN APRONS Repaired Telephone, 2062 Oxford 


No. _7. White || Lambskin, Regalia Repaired 
size 12x14 in unllned, white 

tape strings, made of finest The Boston 
selected sggck, frst auality Regalia Co. 


387 Washington St., opposite Franklin St. 
BOSTON, MASS. 


| WESTOVER & FOSS 


Successors to Harvey Blunt 


CATERERS 


Collations and Banquets provided 
For Masonic Bodies 


715 TREMONT ST. 
Tel. 858-2 Tremont. 


BOSTON HENRY J. SEILER 
Caterer and Confectioner 


Odd Fellows Building, 513 Tremont St, 
BOSTON, MASS, 


“LODGE TALKS” 
nd kept by all Lodge men. It 
zo0od suggestions, appropriate 
lets for Speechlets that will 
hing for oneself the repu- 
ation of a good speaker. Price 10ec a copy 


postpaid, 
THE J. M. HARRIS Co. 
929 Fifth Avenue Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Wm. Scott & Co. 


IMPORTERS 
TEAS AND COFFEES 


2123 WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON’ 
1311 WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON] 
561 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., CAMBRIDGE} 
53 and SS MERIDIAN ST., EAST BOSTON 


Hitch your wagon to the old 
Horse if no star is handy 


The Marsh Hygienic Rubber ringer Pad 


Are You In Line? If Not, Why Not? Use the Pad 
and You WIII Find the 
Marsh Hyglenilc Rubber Finger Pad is a source of 
endless blessing to busy Postmasters, Rural Letter 
Carriers, Post Office and Railway Mail Clerks. For 
accuracy, reliability, cleanliness and speed in assort- 
ing letters, counting money and paper, it is unsur- 
passed, doing the work without artificial moisture. 
The moistening process, whether from the germ-dis- 
eased sponge-cup or from the mouth is eliminated. 
Used extensively by Post Office and Railway Mail 
Clerks. Prices: ‘Lingle Pad, 10 cts., 3 for 25 cts.; 
75 cts. per dozen. Prices for 1 or 5 gross lots givenon ‘application with usual 
Send for size card and b oklet and 10c, for a samplepad. 


MARSH RUBBER FINGER PAD COMPANY 
P. 0. BOX 45 H. A. FARRINGTON, Treasurer 


—_! 
rade discount. 


MANCHESTER, N. H, 
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Joseph S. Waterman & Sons 
UNDERTAKERS 
2326-2328 Washington St., Roxbury 


* 180 Dudley Street, 
Boston, Mass. 
TLEPHONE 271-2 ROXBURY. 


CURTIS UNDERTAKING ESTABLISHMENT] 


Established 1849. 
LEWIS JONES & SON 


UNDERTAKERS 


No. 50 LAGRANGE STREET 
Reasonable prices, prompt service. Guaranteed 
Embalming. Entire building, containing every 
Facil, devoted to our business. No Charge for 

apel. 


EsraurisHEp 1862 


R. & E. F. GLEASON 


UNDERTAKERS 
335 Washington Street 


Dorchester District 


CHELSEA 


For Sale. Two nice lots of 
high land of 5000 feet each, 
will be sold cheap, if at once, 
to close an estate. Situated 
between Lynn St. and High- 
land Avenue. 


e 


Address, C 
Care this office 


: Office, Wareroom and Chapel 


387 and 389 DUDLEY STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 


ROXBURY DISTRICT 


Telephone Roxbury 746 


In our warerooms, which are located in the same building with our office, 
we are prepared to show every variety of Caskets. Prices ranging from the 
cheapest to the most expensive. Every individual case receives special atten- 


tion and advice. Our Chapel is Free. 


BRYANT’S 
1332 Bescon Undertaking Establishment oie 


BROOKLINE, MASS. 
Parker Bryant, Manager, Funeral Direc or and Embalmer 
Lady Assistant when required. Telephone No 85 Brookline 
icensed Embalmer 


$10 $60 
BARGAINS 


TYPEWRITERS 


Rebuilt machines al new platen, type, ribbons, etc, $25 to 
$35 gquaranterd Machines almost new at low prices. 
Rented, Repaired, Exchanged 


THE TYPEWAITER EXCHANGE, 38 Bromfiel_St., Bos'o 
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x ) Dy; Designers, Manufacturers orn Se = 


ILECTRIC, GAS and oe Z 


iG Hankins Boston) Mass 


SY 


Particular attention given to Lighting Masonic 
Temples and Halls 


MASONIC 
SCARF _ PINS 


Always something new in Emblem Pins, 


Buttons, Charms, at 15 School Street. 
Elevator. 


BENT & BUSH CO, 


Godfrey Jepson 


GOLD and SILVER 
SMITH 
Manufacturer of 
Presentation Jewels 
Emblems and Charms for all 
Societies 


MASONIC and ODD FELLOW Regalla 
and Chain Collars 


Gold and Silver Plating and Repairing 


186 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 
Elevator at 180 


Visiting Masons 


Will find the 
United States 
Hotel 


Beach Street, Boston 


A most comfortable and convenient 
place to stop at 


American and 
European Plans 


Only two blocks from South Terminal 
Station. North Union Station 
easily reached by Elevated 
Railroad 


JAMES G. HICKEY TILLY HAYNES 
Manager Proprietor 


Send for Circular 
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A HIGH GRADE COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 


Twenty-eight in Faculty. 
Everything new and first class. 
New $8,000.00 building—2nd year. 
No malaria—Fine bowling alley. 
Enrollment 251—Twelve States. 
Splendid fire protection. 

Steam heated—Electric lighted. 
Every pupil uses new Gymnasium. 
Electric switch in every room. 


Campus of 15 acres—Beautiful. 
One price, no fees. 

Large music department. 

Life in the home, charmng. 

Every bedroom an outside one. 
Giant oak trees on campus. 
Expression, Art, Music, Literary. 


PRICES VERY REASONABLE 


———" WRITE FOR OUR CATALOGUE —————_ 
GEO. J. BURNETT, President. J. HENRY BURNETT, Gen. Mer. 


MURFREESBORO, TENN. 
IF YOU KNOW A GOOD THING, DON’T KEEP IT. 


Smoke 


Ginita Cigars 


Mild and delicate in flavor. They suit the most exacting 


If your dealer cannot supply them order 
direct from 


Charles B. Perkins & Co. 


36 KILBY STREET 
BOSTON, - - MASS. 
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Publishers’ Announcement 
SSc0et> 


With the October number the New England Craftsman enters 
on the fifth year of its career. It has met with gratifying success 
from the start and the publishers have only words of praise to bestow 
on the brethren who have loyally supported the undertaking. 

Our aim is to make the new year a greater success than any that 
have gone before. We intend to make the New England Craftsman 
more necessary to the Masonic Fraternity. We have in view plans 
that will add to its value as an exponent of Masonic principles, and 
its interests as a conservator of Masonic history and literature. 

To carry out our plans successfully we must have the co-operation 
of all the brethren. With their aid no success is too great for our 
anticipation or too large for the good of Freemasonry. 

We want every. Mason in New England to know the New 
England Craftsman, and, that it is just what they need to keep them 
informed of important Masonic events and in touch with the thought 
of foremost Masons. 

You can help us attain our end if you will induce ONE FRIEND 
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER. 

The New England Craftsman has gained a National reputation. 
There is not a State in the Union where it does not go and it has 
readers in foreign lands of both hemispheres. It has come to stay. 
Its influence is recognized among the forces that stand for the good 
of Freemasonry and the uplift of humanity. Among such forces it 
aspires to always be Primus inter pares. To all who have and who 
may in the future help us to maintain our position are extended the 


cordial thanks of the 


New England Craftsman, 
Masonic Temple, Boston 
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JOHN C. PAIGE & CO. 


GUSTAVUS C. HOLT 4 WALTER B. HENDERSON EVERETT C. BENTON 


Enlarged Accommodations -:- -:- Increased Facilities 
[ie 


CO. + INSURENC Emme JDHN Cp, 


‘ 
4 


TWO ENTIRE BUILDINGS DEVOTED TO 


Insurance of every description 


JOHN C. PAIGE & CO. 


65 KILBY STREET : : : : : BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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